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Foreword
Sine die adjournment of the first regular session of the 67th Colorado General Assembly occurred May 6, 2009. 

Nearly 800 bills and resolutions were introduced during the 2009 session, and the League monitored about half  
of these measures.

During the session, 24 of 30 League-supported bills became law, and 22 of 22 League-opposed bills were either defeated 
or amended in a manner to remove League opposition. This is an 80 percent record for enactment of supported bills, and a 
100 percent record for defeat or amendment of opposed bills!

One of the League’s services is the analysis and distribution of information regarding laws passed by the General 
Assembly that affect cities and towns. Published annually, Colorado Laws Enacted focuses on selected acts that have 
a particular significance for municipal operations, services, and powers. A few of these acts are reprinted herein for 
easy reference. This publication is not a comprehensive listing of all new legislation enacted into law affecting municipal 
government.

The League recommends that each municipality assign at least one staff member to review this publication carefully and 
become familiar with these new laws. We suggest that special attention be given to effective dates and any ordinance or 
other policy changes that might be required. Please notify the appropriate officials in your municipality of these changes.

Municipal officials are encouraged to review the actual text of new laws rather than rely on the summaries in this 
publication. When reading these new laws, please read the act in the context of the existing statute or statutes being 
amended. We encourage you to consult with your municipal attorney where legal questions arise. Copies of any law 
and further information are available to municipal officials upon request to the League staff. Finally, we appreciate your 
comments and suggestions on ways to improve Colorado Laws Enacted.

Acknowledgements go to the following CML staff for contributing to this book: Kevin Bommer, legislative and policy 
advocate, Erin Goff, senior staff attorney, Mark Radtke, legislative and policy advocate, Traci Stoffel, publications specialist, 
and Geoff Wilson, general counsel.
Erin Goff 
CML senior staff attorney 
June 2009

To order more copies of this publication, visit www.cml.org, Information > Publications.
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HB 09-1091	 Building permits
	C arbon monoxide detectors
Requires any existing single-family dwelling or dwelling unit 
of an existing multi-family dwelling offered for sale or 
transfer on or after July 1, 2009, that has a fuel-burning 
heater or appliance, a fireplace, or an attached garage, to 
have an operational carbon monoxide alarm installed within 
a specified distance of each room lawfully used for sleeping 
purposes or as otherwise specified by any building code 
adopted by the state or any local government entity. 
Requires any single-family dwelling or dwelling unit of a 
multi-family dwelling for which a building permit is issued on 
or after July 1, 2009, for specified interior alterations or 
repairs to have an operational carbon monoxide alarm 
installed within a specified distance of each room lawfully 
used for sleeping purposes or as otherwise specified by any 
building code adopted by the state or any local government 
entity. Specifies that nothing in the act shall be construed to 
limit a municipality, city, home rule city, city and county, 
county, or other local governmental entity from adopting or 
enforcing more stringent requirements for the installation 
and maintenance of carbon monoxide alarms. Contains 
other provisions. Effective March 24, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1014	 Conservation easements
	F ees paid to the division of real estate
Eliminates the cap on the amount of the fee paid to the 
division of real estate by an appraiser, in connection with 
submitting an appraisal for review, and an entity that holds a 
conservation easement in connection with an application to 
be certified. Requires conservation easement holders to pay 
an annual fee to cover the costs of the division of real estate 
in reviewing appraisals of conservation easements. 
Authorizes the division of real estate to also accept and 
expend gifts, grants, and donations to cover such costs. 
Repeals the provision specifying that the certification of a 
conservation easement holder is effective for a 30-year 
period. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff,  
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1200	 Counties
	F iscal impact of legislation on counties
For any proposed legislation that may have a fiscal impact 
on a county, requires the legislative fiscal note office to 
request fiscal information from Colorado Counties, Inc. 
regarding the impact of the proposed legislation on certain 
counties. Directs the fiscal note office to consider and 
provide in the local government impact section of a fiscal 
note, an estimate of the fiscal impact and potential staffing 
and other administrative aspects of the proposed legislation 
on those counties. Effective Aug. 5, 2009, applies to 
legislation introduced after Dec. 31, 2009. Lobbyist:  
Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1217	 Counties
	L ocal improvement districts to  
	 improve public utilities
Expands the type of improvements authorized under the 
local improvement district statute to allow counties to form 
local improvement districts to provide service improvements. 
Defines “service” to include the services provided by a 
public utility, cable television service, telecommunications 
service, geothermal heat suppliers, and information service. 
Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1120	 Criminal law
	P ublic servant safety crimes
Amends the definition of “assault in the third degree” to 
include when a person, with intent to infect, injure, harm, 
harass, annoy, threaten, or alarm another person whom the 
actor knows or reasonably should know to be a peace 
officer, firefighter, or emergency medical technician, causes 
such person to come into contact with blood, seminal fluid, 
urine, feces, saliva, mucus, vomit, or any toxic, caustic, or 
hazardous material by any means. Amends the definition of 
“disarming a peace officer” to include removing a self-
defense electronic control device, direct-contact stun 
device, or other similar device of a peace officer. Contains 
other provisions. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-173	 Economic development
	R egional tourism projects
Creates a mechanism by which a local government can 
undertake a large-scale regional tourism project, a regional 
tourism zone in which the project will be build, and a 
regional tourism authority; and finance the regional tourism 
authority, at least in part, with state sales tax increment. 
Authorizes any local government to apply for approval of a 
regional tourism project by submitting an application to the 
Colorado Office of Economic Development. Describes 
application requirements. Defines a financing entity as the 
entity designated by the economic development 
commission in connection with its approval of a regional 
tourism project to receive and utilized state sales tax 
increment revenue. A financing entity may be a metropolitan 
district, an urban renewal authority, or any regional tourism 
authority formed pursuant to the bill. If the financing entity is 
an urban renewal authority using property tax revenue to 
finance the project, requires an analysis of the impact to 
local school districts and an estimate of the percentage of 
total program that the state will become responsible for 
funding through the state’s share of total program under the 
School Finance Act. Prohibits an urban renewal authority 
from using state sales tax increment revenue to acquire 
property through the exercise of eminent domain. Requires 
the director of the Office of Economic Development to 
forward the application to the county or counties in which 
the regional tourism project is planned, and any adjacent 
municipalities. Requires the economic development 
commission to determine that the project is extraordinary 
and unique and will contribute significantly to economic 
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development and tourism and that the project would not be 
developed without the use of state sales tax increment. 
Prohibits the economic development commission from 
approving more than two projects, or any project that would 
likely create a state sales tax revenue dedication of more 
than $50 million to all regional tourism projects in any given 
year. Lists reporting requirements. Defines terms. Includes 
legislative declarations. Contains numerous other 
provisions. Effective June 4, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1018	 Elections
	S tatewide voter registration system —  
	T echnical amendments
Makes various changes to the statutes implementing the 
statewide voter registration system in the Uniform Election 
Code. Adopts amendments to assure compliance with the 
federal Help America Vote Act. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1153	 Elections
	FCPA  — Issue committees
Amends the Fair Campaign Practices Act to clarify which 
events trigger a filing obligation for an issue committee 
under the FCPA. Amends the municipal annexation statute 
to require that the notice of an annexation election include 
information informing the public that an issue committee is 
required by law to register with the appropriate officer within 
10 calendar days of accepting or making contributions or 
expenditures in excess of $200 to support or oppose the 
annexation question. Contains other provisions. Effective 
Sept. 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1160	  Elections
	 Online voter services – Secretary of State’s office
Amends the Uniform Election Code provisions concerning 
voter registration to permit a voter to register to vote, 
change his or her residence on a registration record, 
change or withdraw his or her affiliation, apply for 
permanent mail-in ballot status, or amend his or her existing 
mail-in ballot status by completing an electronic form on the 
official website of the Secretary of State. Makes various 
changes to facilitate this process. Contains other provisions. 
Effective May 15, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1186	  Elections
	M anner of “mail-in” (absentee) voting
Amends the Uniform Election Code provisions concerning 
“mail-in voting” (previously known as “absentee balloting”) 
to permit a person other than an authorized agent of the 
designated election official to receive no more than 10 
mail-in ballots in any election for mailing or delivery to the 
designated election official. Previous law provided that such 
persons could receive no more than five such ballots. 
Effective April 3, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1205	  Elections
	U niformed services – Pilot program
Establishes in the Uniform Election Code the Internet-Based 
Voting Pilot Program for Absent Uniformed Services 
Electors. Specifies the details of such pilot program, 
specifies delivery deadlines for “mail-in ballots” (previously 
known as “absentee ballots”) for delivery to absent 
uniformed services electors serving outside the United 
States. Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1216	  Elections
	P ermanent mail-in voting — Municipal elections
Makes various changes to the Uniform Election Code 
concerning “permanent mail-in voting status.” Specifically 
amends the municipal election code to provide for automatic 
distribution of an absentee ballot packet to municipal 
electors who have signed up on the county clerk’s 
permanent mail-in voter record. Contains other provisions. 
Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1326	 Elections
	S tatewide initiative process — Integrity
Makes a variety of changes to the state initiative statutes  
to provide more protection from abuse of this process, 
primarily relating to the use of paid petition circulators. 
Generally prohibits payment of petition circulators on a 
per-signature basis. Provides that constitutional amendment 
proposals will be designated on the ballot as “amendments,” 
whereas initiated statutes will be designated on the ballot as 
“propositions.” Provides that the last meeting of the Title 
Board for State Initiatives to set a ballot title for an issue to 
be considered on the election in that year will be the third 
Wednesday in April, rather than May, as is the case under 
current law. Contains numerous other provisions. Provisions 
take effect on various dates; however, the restriction on 
paying petition circulators on a per-signature basis  
takes effect on July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1335	  Elections
	 Voting equipment — Certification
Amends the Uniform Election Code in various ways 
concerning voting equipment. Permits any existing 
electronic voting device or any related component to the 
device that was used by a political subdivision in conducting 
the 2008 general election to continue to be used by the 
political subdivision on and after the effective date of the act 
as long as the device or component is used in accordance 
with either the conditions certified for the 2008 general 
election or in accordance with alternate conditions of use 
established by the secretary of state (“secretary”). Prohibits 
a political subdivision from purchasing a new electronic 
voting device or system or any related component to such 
device or system without obtaining the prior approval of the 
secretary for such purchase. Specifies procedures by which 
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the political subdivision obtains the approval of the 
secretary. Specifies factors to be considered by the 
secretary in determining whether or not to approve the 
purchase. Requires the secretary to certify electronic and 
electromechanical voting systems and to approve the 
purchase, installation, and use of such systems by political 
subdivisions and to establish standards for certification. 
Authorizes the secretary to promulgate conditions of use  
in connection with the use by political subdivisions of 
electronic and electromechanical voting systems as may  
be appropriate to mitigate deficiencies identified in the 
certification process.
In connection with existing statutory requirements 
mandating the use of voting systems in each election held 
on or after Jan. 1, 2010, that have the capability to produce 
a voter-verifiable paper record of each elector’s vote, 
permits any political subdivision that has not complied with 
such requirements on or before Jan. 1, 2009, to comply with 
such requirements by Jan. 1, 2014. Contains numerous 
other provisions. Effective May 15, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff 
Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1336	  Elections
	Uniform Election Commission — Recommendations
Includes numerous Uniform Election Code amendments, 
including allowing election officials at a counting place to 
begin counting mail ballots as soon as the ballots are 
received. Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1337	 Elections
	 Ballot processing deadlines
Amends the Uniform Election Code as follows: changes the 
deadline for a county clerk and recorder to mail to an 
eligible elector a letter explaining a signature deficiency on 
a returned ballot; changes the deadline by which ballots 
must be delivered or mailed to electors for every odd-year, 
primary, general, and congressional vacancy election; 
changes the date on which a county clerk and recorder may 
begin counting mail-in ballots. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1357	 Elections
	 FCPA — Central filing
Amends the Fair Campaign Practices Act to provide that 
candidates and issue committees in all elections in 
Colorado will file their reports electronically with the 
secretary of state, rather than with the county clerk, as is 
presently required. Excludes from this central filing 
requirement only those FCPA reports required under current 
law to be filed with the municipal clerk. Contains other 
provisions. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1057	 Employment
	P arental leave for academic activities
Allows an employee of an employer who employs at least 
10 employees in this state to take unpaid leave for the 
purpose of attending parent-teacher conferences or other 
academic activities related to the educational advancement 
of the employee’s child. Limits the unpaid leave to six hours 
per month and 18 hours in any academic year. Employer 
defined the same as “employer” under the Family and 
Medical Leave Act. Permits the employer to require the 
employee to take leave in no greater than three-hour 
increments and to provide written verification from the 
school or school district of the academic activity 
necessitating the leave. Allows employer to restrict leave in 
case of emergency or other situations that may endanger 
health or safety or that necessitate the presence of the 
employee. Contains numerous other provisions. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1310	 Employment
	 Misclassification of independent contractors
Requires the Division of Employment and Training in the 
Department of Labor and Employment to investigate 
complaints of employers misclassifying employees as 
independent contractors, thereby avoiding the payment of 
employment taxes for such employees. Authorizes the 
director of the division to investigate complaints and issue 
orders upon a finding that an employer has misclassified 
employees. Authorizes the director to collect back taxes and 
interest from an employer who misclassified employees and 
to impose additional fines and penalties when the director 
finds that the employer, with willful disregard, misclassified 
employees. Allows an employer to request a written 
advisory opinion whether an individual should be classified 
as an employee for purposes of complying with the act. 
Requires the executive director of the department to 
conduct a statewide study to determine the scope of the 
problem of employee misclassification, including whether 
the problem is widespread, whether particular industries are 
more inclined to engage in the practice, estimates of state 
revenues lost or not collected due to employee 
misclassifications, and whether a uniform definition of 
“employment relationship” is needed. Effective June 2, 
2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1282	 Environment
	R ecycling of electronic devices — Task force
Establishes within the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment the “electronic device recycling 
task force.” Designates the composition of such task force, 
including one representative of an urban local government 
that is involved in electronics recycling, appointed by the 
Colorado Municipal League. Directs the task force to 
consider various issues relating to the recycling of electronic 
devices. Directs that the task force submit a report 
containing its recommendations, including proposed 
legislation, to the Health and Human Services Committee of 
the General Assembly by Dec.15, 2009. Contains other 
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provisions. Effective June 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

SB 09-035	 Ethics
	P rohibited interests in contracts — Penalty 
Amends that portion of the Public Officials Code of Ethics 
concerning prohibited interests in contracts to provide that 
knowing violation is a Class 1 misdemeanor. Permits a court 
to impose a fine of no more than twice the amount of the 
benefit that the government official obtained or attempted to 
obtain. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

SB 09-021	 Firefighters
	 Incentives for volunteer firefighters 
Creates a fund in the Division of Fire Safety in the 
Department of Public Safety to make grants to qualified 
volunteer firefighters and fire departments to cover the costs 
of training in fighting fires in wild land-urban interface areas. 
Directs the division to collaborate with the State Board for 
Community Colleges and occupational education and local 
community colleges to develop a system to provide tuition 
vouchers to qualified volunteer firefighters who are enrolled 
in full-time or part-time study and who agree to serve as 
volunteer firefighters for a specified number of years after 
completing their education. Contains other provisions. 
Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-013	 Governmental immunity 
	 Qualified immunity for volunteer firefighters 
Provides limited civil immunity for fire departments and 
other entities that donate surplus firefighting equipment for 
later use. Provides limited civil immunity to volunteer 
firefighters and incident management teams, their 
commanders, and the organizations that employ them. 
Ensures that in the event of any conflict with the 
Governmental Immunity Act, the provisions of the 
Governmental Immunity Act control. Contains other 
provisions. Effective June 3, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1080	 Governmental immunity
	 Qualified immunity for building officials
Grants qualified immunity from civil action to a building code 
official who, while acting in his or her official capacity, 
assists during a state of disaster emergency. Ensures that 
in the event of any conflict with the Governmental Immunity 
Act, the provisions of the Governmental Immunity Act 
control. Effective March 20, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1111	 Health care
	R esources for underserved areas
Creates the primary care office in the prevention services 
division in the department of public health and environment 
to identify areas of the state that lack sufficient health 

resources and to coordinate available federal and state 
programs to maximize medical reimbursements, grants,  
and the placement of health care professionals within those 
areas. Specifies the office’s duties, including applying for 
federal designation of certain health care shortage areas for 
the purpose of maximizing resources through administration 
of specified state and federal programs, including the health 
care provider loan repayment program. Contains numerous 
other provisions. Effective June 2, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-101	 Historic preservation
	I ndependent commission for  
	 historic preservation fund
Requires that the governing body of a city that is not a 
certified local government (defined as any local government 
certified by the state historic preservation officer pursuant to 
federal law) and that receives moneys from the State 
Historical Fund for historic preservation purposes shall not 
expend such moneys but instead shall create an 
independent restoration and preservation commission for 
the purpose of expending the moneys. Sets forth the 
method of creation and makeup of such a commission. 
Requires the city to pay costs associated with the operation 
of the commission from the city’s share of preservation and 
restoration moneys from the state historical fund. Contains 
other provisions. Effective Aug. 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1197	 Housing
	F oreclosure reports by the division of housing
Requires the Department of Local Affairs to collect and 
compile property foreclosure data from the counties and 
issue a quarterly report summarizing the information 
collected. Requires the state and any political subdivision to 
use this data when citing state foreclosure statistics, except 
that a political subdivision may cite statistics as they are 
reported by the public trustee of any county in the state. 
Requires the public trustee of each county to provide to 
DOLA necessary data to compile this report. Effective  
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1213	 Housing
	 Housing development grant fund
Creates within the state treasury the housing development 
grant fund, to be administered by the Division of Housing. 
The fund shall consist of moneys appropriated to the 
Colorado affordable housing construction grants and loan 
fund by the General Assembly, and any money collected by 
the division from gifts, grants and donations. Authorizes the 
division to make grants or loans from the fund to improve, 
preserve, or expand the supply of affordable housing and to 
finance foreclosure prevention activities in Colorado, as well 
as to fund the acquisition of housing and economic data 
necessary to advise the board on local housing conditions. 
Not more than $250,000 may be appropriated from the 
general fund pursuant to this act in any one state fiscal year 
for any uses not related to construction grants or loans. 
Effective June 30, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org. 
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HB 09-1220	 Housing
	P ermit HOA unit owner to promote  
	 affordable housing
Amends the Colorado Common Interest Ownership Act to 
prohibit a homeowners’ association from prohibiting a unit 
owner from restricting or specifying by deed, covenant, or 
other document the permissible sale price, rental rate or 
lease rate of the unit; or occupancy or other requirements 
designed to promote affordable or workforce housing. 
Applies only to a county with a population less than 100,000 
that contains a ski lift. Does not apply to any declarant-
controlled community. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin 
Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1079	 Junior college districts
	A nnexation of Berthoud into existing district
Creates a procedure by which the Town of Berthoud may be 
annexed to its existing junior college district. Requires the 
approval of the junior college district electorate after an 
affirmative vote of the junior college board of trustees. 
Requires approval of the electorate of the town of Berthoud 
after an affirmative vote of the governing board of the town 
of Berthoud. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-036	 Law Enforcement
	T heft of sound recordings
Amends the criminal statute concerning dealing in 
unlawfully packaged recorded articles to include the 
transport of such articles, knowingly and for commercial 
advantage or private financial gain. If the offense involves 
more than 100 unlawfully packaged recorded articles or is a 
second or subsequent offense, requires the court to asses a 
fine of at least $1,000. Requires a law enforcement officer, 
upon discovery, to confiscate all unlawfully labeled, 
transferred, or recorded articles possessed for the purpose 
of selling or distributing and all equipment and components 
used or intended to be used to knowingly and unlawfully 
transfer, manufacture, or record articles for the purposes of 
sale or distribution, and to deliver such contraband to the 
district attorney of the county in which the confiscation was 
made. Contains other provisions. Defines terms. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-241	 Law enforcement
	DNA  testing of felony arrestees – “Katie’s Law”
Requires every adult arrested and/or charged for a felony 
offense or for the investigation of a felony offense to submit 
to collection of a DNA sample. Requires the arresting law 
enforcement agency to collect the DNA as part of the 
booking process and submit it to the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation for testing. Authorizes a law enforcement 
agency to use reasonable force to collect the DNA using 
medically recognized procedures. Provides that a person 
qualifies for and may request destruction of his or her DNA 
sample and expungement of his or her DNA results if a 
felony charge was not filed within 90 days after the arrest, 
or the felony charge stemming from the arrest has been 

dismissed, resulted in an acquittal, or resulted in a 
conviction for an offense other than a felony. Lists 
requirements for making such a request and guidelines for 
destruction of the DNA sample. Includes legislative 
declarations. Contains other provisions. DNA collection 
requirement and expungement provisions effective Sept. 
30, 2010; all other provisions effective July 1, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-284	 Law enforcement
	P olice authority to block communications
Authorizes a supervising representative of a law 
enforcement agency to order a previously designated 
security employee of a communications or Internet access 
provider to arrange to cut, reroute, or divert telephone lines 
or cellular or digital communications signals if the 
supervising representative has probable cause to believe 
that a person has taken a hostage or has barricaded himself 
or herself in a structure or a motor vehicle and the 
supervising representative has reasonable belief that the 
person is armed with a deadly weapon or explosive device 
and poses a danger to himself or herself or others. The 
supervising representative may order the cutting, rerouting, 
or diverting of phone lines or communication signals only for 
the purpose of preventing communication by the hostage 
holder or armed person with any person other than a peace 
officer or person authorized by the police officer. Contains 
other provisions. Effective June 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1036	 Law enforcement
	Registration fee increase for POST board cash fund
Increases from 25 cents to 60 cents that portion of the 
registration fee on certain classes of personal property that 
goes to the police officers standards and training board 
cash fund. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, 
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1121	 Law enforcement
	P reservation of DNA evidence
Repeals and reenacts the DNA evidence preservation 
provisions in C.R.S. §§ 18-1-1101 et seq. Changes the DNA 
evidence preservation provisions to limit the preservation of 
DNA evidence collected during a criminal investigation to 
felonies or sex crimes; allows for disposal of evidence upon 
the defendant’s or victim’s request; and describes the form 
of the notice required and the sufficiency of such notice. 
Effective March 18, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff,  
egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1262	 Law enforcement
	I ssuance of summons instead of arrest warrant
Permits a court to issue a summons instead of an arrest 
warrant, without the consent of the district attorney, for class 
4, 5, and 6 felonies, unless a law enforcement officer 
presents, in writing, a basis for believing that the defendant 
is a flight or public safety risk. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.
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HB 09-1316	 Law enforcement
	P rivacy of personal information for judges  
	 and law enforcement
Amends the statute making it unlawful to knowingly make 
available on the Internet personal information about a peace 
officer, to include peace officers, judges, and prosecutors. 
Effective May 21, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-060	 Methamphetamine
	I llegal drug laboratories
Expands the definition of “illegal drug laboratory” to include 
areas where controlled substances have been “used.” 
Previously the definition included areas where controlled 
substances have been manufactured, processed, cooked, 
disposed of, or stored. Provides that a buyer under contract 
to purchase real estate that is determined to be 
contaminated with methamphetamine may terminate the 
contract based upon the results of the test performed by an 
industrial hygienist. Effective April 20, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin 
Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-231	 Methamphetamine
	Continuation of state methamphetamine task force
Extends the term of the state methamphetamine task force 
from Jan. 1, 2010, to Jan. 1, 2014. Effective April 20, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1279	 Motor vehicles
	A bandoned motor vehicles
Requires a law enforcement agency that uses a towing 
operator to tow or impound abandoned motor vehicles, to 
provide the operator with written authorization to possess 
the motor vehicle on a document that includes, without 
limitation, the year, make, model, vehicle identification 
number, and storage location. Requires a law enforcement 
officer or an independent motor vehicle dealer to appraise 
the abandoned motor vehicle for sale by the law 
enforcement agency at public or private sale. Provides that 
any ordinance or resolution of a municipality or county shall 
not deprive a towing operator of a lien attached and 
perfected under state statute. Contains other provisions. 
Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1246	 Municipal court
	E valuation of court-ordered driving schools
Creates the defensive driving school fund in the state 
treasury. Provides that the fund will consist of penalty 
surcharges collected by driver improvement schools from 
traffic offenders who are required to attend such schools. 
Requires the moneys in the fund to be used to implement a 
program to monitor and evaluate driver improvement 
schools. Requires the Department of Revenue to contract 
with a private entity by July 1, 2010, to monitor and evaluate 
the curriculum and effectiveness of driver improvement 
classes required by state statute. Authorizes a court to 

require a defendant who has been convicted of violating 
Article 4 of Title 42, C.R.S., or any other law regulating the 
operation of motor vehicles, at the defendant’s expense, to 
attend a satisfactorily complete a course of instruction at 
any designated driver improvement school. Requires a 
person who is required to attend such a course of 
instruction to pay a penalty surcharge as determined by 
rules promulgated by the Department of Revenue. Requires 
the court to include on the referral form (to the driver 
improvement school) information concerning the amount 
and purpose of the penalty surcharge. If the court 
determines that a person is unable to pay the cost of the 
penalty surcharge, the court may waive the surcharge and 
the driver improvement school shall not collect it. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-002	 Municipal Finance
	E mergency medical services grant fund
Increases the emergency medical Services account vehicle 
registration fee from $1 to $2. This will boost the amount 
available for grants to local government emergency service 
providers each year by nearly $5 million. The grants 
administered by the Department of Public Health and 
Environment are available for emergency service capital 
needs and for technical assistance to providers. Effective 
May 19, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 09-041	 Municipal finance
	P rivate activity bonds
Changes the fee structure for private activity bond 
allocation. Authorizes the Department of Local Affairs to 
charge an administrative fee for direct allocations of PABs, 
to be annually determined by DOLA’s executive director. 
Requires that the fee be set to reimburse DOLA for not 
more than 30 percent of the costs of administering PABs. 
Requires that all applications for the statewide balance be 
accompanied by an application fee, also to be determined 
by the executive director. Authorizes DOLA to charge an 
administrative fee to entities that receive bonding authority 
from the statewide balance. Effective March 25, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-248	 Municipal finance
	L etters of credit
Allows an annual letter of credit to be substituted for a 
surety bond in public works projects valued at more than 
$500 million. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1024	 Municipal finance
	 Housing authorities audit reports
Extends local government schedules for submitting financial 
audit reports to the state auditor to municipal housing 
authorities and other non-municipal entities. Effective Sept. 
1, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.
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HB 09-1257	 Municipal finance
	P ublic deposit limits
Tracking the congressionally authorized increase in Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation protection limits, increases 
the dollar amount municipalities may invest in a certificate of 
deposit or other FDIC insured instrument to $250,000. 
Effective March 20, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1346	 Municipal finance
	U tilization of federal stimulus funds
Facilitates the use of the stimulus bond tools created by the 
new federal law, the American Recovery & Reinvestment 
Act of 2009, which created several new types of bonds. 
Authorizes any Colorado government to issue stimulus 
bonds, and authorizes two or more governmental entities to 
create a recovery and reinvestment finance authority to 
issue stimulus bonds on a pooled basis. Stimulus bonds 
may be issued as bonds or as certificates of participation 
evidencing interest in payments under a lease purchase 
agreement. Stimulus bonds may be issued with any original 
issue discount or premium or any redemption provisions, at 
any fixed or variable interest rate, in any denomination, and 
with maturities up to 40 years. Principal, interest, and federal 
direct payments may be stripped from one another and 
issued and transferred as separate securities. Authorizes 
investments of deposits into sinking funds for stimulus 
bonds that are issued with deferred maturities and expands 
permitted investments. Authorizes use of existing state 
credit enhancement programs. Authorizes governmental 
entities that issue Build America Bonds or Recovery Zone 
Economic Development Bonds to elect to receive a direct 
payment from the federal government in lieu of a tax credit 
to the bondholder, and may use the federal direct payment 
to pay debt service on the bonds or for any legal purpose. 
Sets volume caps for various new or expanded bond 
programs. Contains reporting requirements. Effective  
June 2, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-017	 Pensions/retirement —  
	 fire and police
	 Disability and survivor benefits
Makes numerous changes to police and fire disability and 
survivor benefit plans. Removes the requirement that an 
unmarried child between the ages of 19 and 23 be in school 
in order to be classified as a dependent child. Repeals an 
obsolete provision related to the ability of a member of a 
benefit plan to elect different disability benefit options. 
Repeals the authority of the board of directors of the fire 
and police pension association to establish a supplemental 
disability benefit program. Repeals an earned income offset 
for occupational disability benefits. Offsets disability or 
survivor benefits by the amount of payments from a 
statewide defined benefit pension plan. Modifies an 
employer’s obligation to make contributions to a retirement 
plan while a member is receiving temporary occupational 
disability payments. Permits the board to give a disability 
benefit to a member injured on-duty who has a permanent 

occupational disability or a temporary occupational 
disability. With the exception of a surviving spouse of a 
member who was occupationally disabled, permits a 
surviving spouse to continue receiving survivor benefits 
upon remarriage. Effective March 25, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-227	 Pensions/retirement—  
	 fire and police
	O ld hire unfunded liability
For the 2008-09, 2009-10, and 2010-11 state fiscal years, 
eliminates the state’s annual contribution to the fire and 
police pension association to assist in amortizing the 
unfunded accrued liability of old hire pension plans. 
Resumes the state’s annual contribution to the FPPA 
beginning in the 2011-12 state fiscal year, and extends such 
annual contribution through the 2014-15 state fiscal year. 
For old hire pension plans that are underfunded but no 
longer receive state assistance, extends the amortization 
period not to exceed twenty years or the number of years 
equal to the average remaining life expectancy of remaining 
members. Effective April 16, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1118	  Public records
	R ecords retention
Amends various statutes that previously required that 
records be kept in a “well-bound book” to now permit such 
records to be kept in a “visual text format that may be 
transmitted electronically.” Among the statutes affected by 
this Amendment are those in Title 31 concerning public 
improvement districts and business improvement districts. 
Contains numerous other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

SB 09-099	 Purchasing
	S tate centralized purchasing system
Directs the executive director of the Department of 
Personnel to develop and implement a centralized 
electronic procurement system for state procurement 
services. Directs the executive director to set and collect 
fees from vendors and local governments participating in 
the e-procurement system to cover the direct and indirect 
costs of implementing and maintaining the system. Allows 
the executive director to collect moneys from cooperative 
purchasing organizations for procurement support. Contains 
other provisions. Effective June 4, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-232	 Severance tax/ 
	 federal mineral lease
	FML -funded infrastructure
Transfers $17 million of FML bonus payments previously 
credited to the Local Government Permanent Fund to the 
local government mineral impact fund in the Department of 
Local Affairs. Requires money to be distributed by the 
executive director to FML municipalities and counties for 
projects that are either submitted jointly by multiple local 
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governments or seek funding for a project that is multi-
jurisdictional or that requires substantial funding. Effective 
June 4, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org. 
Reprinted.

HB 09-1056	  Solid waste disposal
	A dministrative penalties
Authorizes the Department of Public Health and 
Environment to assess an administrative penalty  
against a solid waste disposal site, facility, or person, for 
violations of the solid waste laws. Increases the amount of 
administrative, civil, and criminal penalties for violation of 
the solid waste disposal laws from $2,000 to $10,000 for 
each day of such violation. Contains other provisions. 
Effective May 21, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

SB 09-087	 Special districts
	A ccountability requirements
Requires the Division of Local Government in the 
Department of Local Affairs to post on its Web site a general 
description of the requirements for a special district to have 
an annual audit of the district’s financial statements and 
information about where a copy of the audit report is 
available for public inspection, and a general description of 
the process and requirements for a special district to adopt 
an annual budget. Requires the Division of Local 
Government to notify the secretary of state of the election 
results certified to the division by a special district and the 
secretary of state to post the same on the website of the 
department of state. Requires special districts to file a 
current, accurate map of its boundaries with the county 
clerk in each of the counties in which the special district 
extends, by Jan. 1, 2010. Requires annual disclosure of 
certain information by special districts to every elector in the 
district. Information to be disclosed includes address and 
telephone number of principal office and primary contact; 
names of board members; meeting times and place; current 
mill levy and total revenue from prior year; date of the next 
regular election at which members of the board will be 
elected; information on the procedure and time for an 
eligible elector to submit a self-nomination form for election 
to the board; a statement that an application to request 
permanent mail-in voter status can be obtained from the 
county clerk, or on-line from the secretary of state; and the 
address of any Web site on which the special district’s 
election results will be posted. Includes numerous options 
for disseminating this information. Requires disclosure of 
special districts in residential real estate transactions. 
Makes an appropriation. Effective Sept, 1, 2009, except 
sections requiring disclosure for real estate transactions, 
and making appropriations effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: 
Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1005	 Special districts
	S pecial improvement districts in special districts
Authorizes special districts to establish special  
improvement districts within their boundaries and levy a 
special assessment on the property specially benefitted by 

the improvements. Requires assessments to be levied on 
an equitable basis and only with the written consent of  
100 percent of the owners of property being assessed or 
upon approval of a majority of the eligible electors within the 
special improvement district voting thereon. Provides that 
the method of creating the special improvement district shall 
be as set forth in Part 5 of Article 25 of Title 31, C.R.S. 
Effective April 2, 2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

HB 09-1072	 Special districts
	G overnance of library districts
Amends the requirements for establishing a municipal, 
county, or joint library or library district to provide that the 
written agreement between the legislative body of each 
participating governmental unit and the library board of 
trustees include provisions concerning the transition from 
the library to a library district, such as ownership of the 
library’s real and personal property, personnel, and the 
provision of administrative services during the transition; the 
method of trustee selection; and such other necessary 
terms and conditions as may be determined by the parties. 
Provides that, in a library district established by more than 
one governmental unit, the legislative body of each 
participating governmental until shall appoint two of its 
members to a committee that shall appoint the initial board 
of trustees. Sets forth the duties of the director of the library. 
Requires the board of every public library to make a report 
and the close of each calendar year, to the legislative body 
of the town or city, in the case of a municipal library or 
library district formed by a municipality, or the board of 
county commissioners of each county having territory within 
the legal service area, in the case of a county library or 
library district. Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 
2009. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-279	 State budget
	G eneral fund augmentation with  
	 local government cash funds
Among other cash fund transfers to the state general fund, 
directs the state treasurer to make the following transfers: 
$500,000 from the waste tire cleanup fund; $150,000 from 
the waste tire recycling development cash fund; $1 million 
from the local government mineral impact fund (FML) and 
up to $22.6 million of future revenue; and $7.5 million from 
the local government severance tax fund. If the June 2009 
revenue estimate prepared by the legislative council 
indicates additional shortfalls, authorizes the governor to 
direct the transfer of cash funds to the general fund, 
including but not limited to, up to $72 million from the local 
government mineral impact fund and up to $128 million from 
the local government severance tax fund. Effective June 1, 
2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1119	 Substance abuse
	R ural alcohol and substance abuse  
	 prevention and treatment program
Creates the rural alcohol and substance abuse prevention 
and treatment program (within the Department of Health 
Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse) to provide prevention 
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and treatment services to youth in rural areas, which 
services may include but are not limited to providing 
alternative activities for youth through the rural youth alcohol 
and substance abuse prevention and treatment project; and 
treatment services to persons addicted to alcohol or drugs 
through the rural detoxification project. Creates the rural 
alcohol and substance abuse cash fund, comprised of 
moneys collected from surcharges assessed on certain 
alcohol-or drug-related offenses under state statute. 
Authorizes the division to accept gifts, grants and donations 
for the purpose of the program. Defines terms. Effective 
Jan. 1, 2010. Lobbyist: Erin Goff, egoff@cml.org.

SB 09-121	  Taxation
	S ales and use tax — Employee meals exemption
Removes the requirement that meals provided to an 
employee at no charge or at a reduced charge, must also 
be considered a part of the employee’s salary rate, wages, 
or income, in order to be exempt from taxation under the 
state sales and use tax code. This broadening of the 
“employee meals exemption” will affect tax collected on 
behalf of local jurisdictions, which utilize the state’s sales tax 
base. Effective June 4, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1034	 Taxation
	R egional transportation authority  
	 property taxation
Expands the menu of taxes granted regional transportation 
authorities to include property taxes. Authorizes an RTA to 
ask voters to approve up to a five-mill property tax levy. 
Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke,  
mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1101	  Taxation
	D epartment of Revenue — Return required
Amends the general state tax administration statutes to 
provide that the Department of Revenue may impose 
penalties on a taxpayer that fails to accompany their 
remittance with a tax return. Effective March 25, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1126	 Taxation
	S ales and use tax —  
	S olar thermal energy systems exemption
Exempts from the state sales and use tax base components 
used in solar thermal systems; defines “components used in 
solar thermal systems.” Amends the local sales tax statutes 
to provide that these items remain taxed at the local level 
unless and until the local governing body adopts an 
exemption. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1130	 Taxation
	S ales and use tax — Collections
Amends the state and local sales and use tax statutes to 
permit inter-governmental agreements between the 
Department of Revenue and local governments for the 
purpose of enhancing the “systemic efficiencies and 
procedures used in the collection of state and local sales 
taxes.” Provides that the agreement may allow the parties to 
share in providing any function or service lawfully authorized 
to each of the parties, including the sharing of costs, 
information, or duties related to the collection of sales taxes. 
Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: 
Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1230	  Taxation
	S ales and use tax — Motor vehicles
Amends the state sales tax statutes to provide that a 
licensed motor vehicle dealer that collects and remits tax to 
the Department of Revenue will be held harmless for failure 
to collect certain tax charges and fees in very limited 
circumstances when such motor vehicle has been provided 
with a fraudulent address by their customer. Directs the 
Transportation Legislative Review Committee to review 
various issues concerning state-approved sales tax 
databases used for sourcing addresses to particular taxing 
jurisdictions. Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 
2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 09-1342	 Taxation
	S ales and use tax —  
	C igarette exemption eliminated
Beginning July 1, 2009, eliminates the state sales and use 
tax exemption for cigarettes. Maintains the sales and use 
tax exemptions for counties, statutory towns, and cities in 
special districts. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff 
Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

SB 09-148	 Traffic regulation
	V ehicle clearance for bicyclists
Includes additional safeguards for bicyclists’ safety. 
Requires motorists to provide a bicyclist at least three feet 
of separation. In passing a bicyclist, motorists are allowed to 
cross into the oncoming lane of traffic (up to one-half of the 
lane) if they can do it safely. Driving intentionally close to a 
bicyclist is categorized as careless driving. Bicyclists are 
allowed in left hand lanes of one-way streets. Throwing 
objects at a bicyclist is a Class 2 misdemeanor. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 09-222	 Traffic regulation
	P hoto radar advisory signage
Further defintes the temporary advisory sign that must be 
posted on the approach to a camera radar speed 
enforcement device. The sign must be displayed between 
200- and 500-feet from the detection device and the 
lettering must be at least four inches for upper case and 2.9 
inches for lower case letters. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.
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HB 09-1026	 Traffic regulation
	M otor scooters, motor bikes, Segways
Redefines categories of motor scooters and motor bikes  
as “low-power scooters” under state motor vehicle law.  
A 40 mile per hour speed limit is placed on their operation. 
Liability insurance will be required after July 1, 2010.  
Vehicle dealer requirements are also enacted. Permits local 
regulation of electrical assisted bicycles. Creates the electric 
personal assistive mobility device category (for example, 
Segways). City councils and town boards are authorized to 
allow such conveyances on public rights-of-way with the 
exclusion of limited access highways, bike or pedestrian 
paths and at speeds greater than 12.5 miles per hour. 
Redefinition of low-powered scooter effective July 1, 2010; 
EPAMD effective Oct. 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml.org. Reprinted.

HB 09-1027	 Traffic regulation
	Y ield to bus signage
Authorizes transit operators to affix “yield to bus” signage  
on the rear of buses. The sign illuminates when a bus is 
prepared to re-enter traffic from a bus stop. Right-of-way 
rules are not affected. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: 
Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1094	 Traffic regulation
	D river’s use of cell phones
Prohibits use of a cell phone while operating a motor vehicle 
by drivers younger than 18 years of age. Drivers over the 
age of 18 are prohibited from text messaging while 
operating a vehicle. Use of cellular phones in a motor 
vehicle is declared to be a matter of statewide concern. 
Effective Dec. 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke,  
mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1236	 Traffic regulation 
	S chool bus stopping distance
Requires motorists to bring their vehicle to a halt at least  
20 feet from a school bus that has activated its stop signal 
lights while loading or discharging passengers. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 09-075	 Transportation
	N eighborhood electric vehicles and golf carts
Permits neighborhood electric vehicles statewide. Defines 
NEVs as motor vehicles that must conform to state 
insurance, registration and motor vehicle safety standards. 
Allows NEVs on all roadways in the state with posted speed 
limits of not more than 35 miles per hour. The Colorado 
Department of Transportation will be allowed to further limit 
the use of NEVs outside of municipal boundaries. The 
second component of the law authorizes city councils and 
town boards to permit the use of golf carts on municipal 
streets that are not state highways. There are two 
limitations: no drivers permitted under the age of 14 and 
unlicensed drivers cannot carry passengers under the age 
of 21. Additional rules are left to the municipality. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org. 
Reprinted.

SB 09-078	 Transportation
	V oluntary state highway transfer
This is the enabling legislation for the Colorado Department 
of Transportation’s Maintenance Incentive Pilot Program. 
MIPP was created by the Transportation Commission to 
provide a framework for what had been an informal practice 
of making a one-time payment to local governments to take 
ownership of a state highway segment. Local governments 
may apply to CDOT to take ownership of a state highway as 
part of an annual competitive process. Effective Aug. 5, 
2009. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 09-094	 Transportation
	D ivision of Transit and Rail
Formally creates a Division of Transit and Rail within the 
Department of Transportation. The division is charged with 
inter-regional transit planning. One of the initial functions of 
the Division will be supervision of the $15 million of SB 09-
108 funds that will be available annually for multi-modal 
transportation grants. Effective May 20, 2009. Lobbyist: 
Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 09-108	 Transportation
	FASTER  — Vehicle registration fees and tolling
Increases Colorado’s vehicle registration fees collected 
annually at the time of registration renewal for the first  
time since 1989 with new road safety and bridge safety 
surcharges. The road safety surcharge funds will be shared 
with local governments — municipal governments gaining 
about a 26-percent increase in their current Highway Users 
Tax Fund disbursement. The new dollars flowing to 
municipalities can be spent under the same rules as HUTF 
dollars are currently used. The bill also allows the tolling of 
free traffic lanes with approval of affected local governments. 
Contains numerous other provisions. Various effective dates 
The fee surcharges will be applied beginning July 1. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1066	 Transportation
	D ivision of Aeronautics
Eliminates several reporting requirements of the Division of 
Aeronatucs that are currently being provided by other 
agencies. Allows the City and County of Denver to 
participate in the state aviation system grant program. 
Disbursement of aviation fund dollars will be based on  
fuel sales at public-use airports. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 09-1092	  Underground facilities
	E xcavation — Notice
Exempts from the excavation notification statute routine 
maintenance of existing planted landscapes if the earth is 
disturbed to a depth of no more than 12 inches by hand or 
four inches by machine, and does not permanently lessen 
the groundcover or lower the existing ground contours. 
Requires the person performing such maintenance to do so 
with due care and promptly notify the notification association 
if he or she discovers an underground facility. Effective  
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.
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SB 09-080	 Water
	R ooftop collection
Creates limited exemptions for water collected from certain 
residential rooftops. Allows the state engineer to approve 
permits for rooftop collection systems if the system collects 
from a residence not served by a domestic water system 
serving more than three single-family dwellings only if the 
water collected is used for household purposes, fire 
protection, livestock watering, irrigation an acre or less of 
gardens or lawns. Specifies provisions for eligibility for a 
permit. Contains other provisions. Effective July 1, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-106	 Water
	W ater supply reserve account
Extends indefinitely the funding of the water supply reserve 
account, which is continuously appropriated with moneys 
transferred from the operational account of the severance 
tax trust fund. Repeals the reversion of unexpended and 
unencumbered moneys from the water supply reserve 
account to the operational account of the severance tax 
trust fund that was scheduled to occur one year after the 
final transfer of funds to the water supply reserve account. 
Allows the Colorado water conservation board to allocate 
moneys by grant from the water supply reserve account of 
the severance tax trust fund to applicants who are subject to 
the requirement to adopt a water conservation plan, only if 
the applicant has adopted such a plan. Contains other 
provisions. Effective July 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-147	 Water
	Substitute water supply plans pre-2003 depletions
For plans for augmentation that are the subject of a final 
decree entered by the water court for water division 1, 
authorizes the state engineer to approve annual substitute 
water supply plans for plans to replace out-of-priority lagged 
depletions caused by pre-Jan. 1, 2003, pumping of wells 
included in the decreed augmentation plans. Describes the 
procedure by which approval of such plans may be 
obtained, and specifies terms and conditions to be included 
in any such substitute water supply plan. Repeals the 
authorization on, and specifies that such plans shall expire 
by, July 1, 2018. Clarifies that no additional transbasin 
diversion of water from the Colorado River is being 
authorized or facilitated. Effective April 9, 2009. Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-165	 Water
	S mall communities water and wastewater  
	 grant fund
Starting July 1, 2009, caps severance tax receipts to the 
perpetual base account of the severance tax trust fund at 
$50 million per year and transfers up to $10 million per year 
that would otherwise be credited to the perpetual base 
account to the newly created small communities water and 
wastewater grant fund. Continuously appropriates moneys 
in the fund to the department of public health and 

environment. Credits revenues in excess of $60 million per 
year to the perpetual base account. Directs the department 
to make grants from the fund to governmental and not-for-
profit public water systems and counties representing 
unincorporated areas that serve a population of not more 
than 5,000 people for the planning, design, and construction 
of drinking water or water treatment systems. Effective April 
22, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org. 
Reprinted.

HB 09-1017	 Water
	 Water efficiency grant program 
Gives the Colorado Water Conservation Board the authority 
to spend moneys transferred from the operational account 
of the severance tax trust fund to the water efficiency grant 
program cash fund, which were encumbered in a prior fiscal 
year, and to allow such moneys to be carried forward into 
future fiscal years. Effective May 21, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1067	 Water
	 Instream flow tax credit 
For income tax years commencing on or after Jan. 1, 2009, 
but prior to Jan. 1, 2015, establishes an instream flow 
incentive tax credit. Specifies that the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board will allocate the credits by issuing credit 
certificates to owners of water rights who donate those 
water rights to the board for use as instream flow rights. 
Specifies the maximum value of the credit, and establishes 
the criteria the board shall use in determining said amount. 
Contains numerous other provisions. Effective Aug. 5, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1129	 Water
	P recipitation harvesting pilot projects
Directs the Colorado Water Conservation Board to select 
the sponsors of up to 10 new residential or mixed-use 
developments that will conduct individual pilot projects to 
collect precipitation from rooftops and impermeable 
surfaces for nonpotable uses. Specifies the purposes of the 
pilot projects and includes augmentation requirements, if 
deemed necessary. Directs the board to establish criteria 
and guidelines for applications and the selection of pilot 
projects, including selection of pilot projects to represent 
different geographic and hydrologic areas in the state and 
giving priority to pilot projects that are located in areas that 
face renewable water supply challenges and that promote 
water conservation. Creates reporting and other 
requirements on projects. Contains other provisions. 
Effective June 2, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1174	 Water
	P re-1974 augmentation plans 
Specifies that decrees for plans for augmentation entered in 
South Platte Basin on or after the effective date of the act 
shall not require the replacement of out-of-priority depletions 
caused by pumping that occurred prior to March 15, 1974. 
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Allows the water judge to review all of the terms and 
conditions of a proposed amended plan. Effective Aug. 5, 
2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-020	 Wildfire mitigation
	 Wild land-urban fire chain of command
Makes the chief in each fire protection district responsible 
for the management of wild land fires within the district and 
allows mutual aid agreements for wild land fires that cross 
or threaten to cross district boundaries. Allows transfer of 
duties and responsibilities to the county sheriff. Declares the 
sheriff as the fire warden for the county and states the 
sheriff is responsible for the planning for, coordination of, 
and efforts to suppress wildfires occurring in unincorporated 
areas. Defines circumstances in which the sheriff shall 
appoint a local incident management team required to 
manage a fire that exceeds the capabilities of a fire 
protection district. Allows the sheriff to request assistance 
from the state forest service for wildfires that exceed the 
county’s capabilities and defines the role and activities of 
the forest service. States that notwithstanding any other 
provisions of law and subject to mutual aid or other 
agreements, the first emergency response agency to arrive 
at the scene of a wild land fire shall act as the incident 
commander and be responsible for the emergency actions 
necessary until the emergency response agency with 
jurisdiction arrives. Allows a sheriff to develop an update a 
wild fire preparedness plan for unincorporated areas with 
any fire district with jurisdiction and defines the required 
elements of the agreement. Contains numerous other 
provisions. Effective April 30, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1162	 Wildfire mitigation
	I ntergovernmental cooperation
Requires each local government that owns any land area 
that is located either entirely or partially inside the territorial 
boundaries of a county and that contains a specified 
percentage of forest land or land that constitutes a wild land 
area to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the 
county for the purpose of mitigating forest land or wild land 
fires affecting the contiguous land areas of the local 
government and county. Contains other provisions. Effective 
Aug. 5, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 09-1199	 Wildfire mitigation
	 Healthy Forests Vibrant Communities Act
Directs the Colorado state forest service to facilitate the 
process of developing community wildfire protection plans 
adopted by local communities pursuant to the federal 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to promote greater 
consistency among CWPPs and facilitate the adoption of 
CWPPS by local communities, and to provide technical 
assistance to local communities. Creates numerous 
additional directions for the forest service to assist local 
communities and develop additional technical capabilities. 
Creates the healthy forests and vibrant communities fund. 
Transfers a specified amount of state severance tax monies 
to the fund for purposes of the act. Transfers $50,000 each 

year from the account to the wildland-urban interface 
training fund for training for directors of fire protection 
districts. Contains other provisions. Effective June 3, 2009. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 09-281	 Workers compensation
	W orkers compensation study committee
Directs that an annual financial audit and a 2009 
performance audit shall be performed on Pinnacol 
Assurance and address specified criteria. Creates an 
interim study committee, the Worker Safety and Injury 
Compensation Study Group, with specified members, and 
directs that it shall study and make recommendations on 
changes to laws governing worker safety and work-related 
injury compensation. Specifies the committee shall study, 
make recommendations, and report findings on matters 
related to the feasibility, continued operation and public 
policy implications of Pinnacol Assurance as a division of 
state government or the feasibility and public policy 
implications of selling Pinnacol Assurance to a willing third-
party buyer. Effective June 1, 2009. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org. 
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