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Foreword

During the 2012 session of the Colorado General Assembly, CML tracked 224 of the 630 bills and resolutions introduced. 
Of the bills that CML supported, 71 percent passed. Of those CML opposed, 95 percent were defeated or were amended 
such that the League dropped its opposition. 

Each year, CML analyzes the laws passed by the General Assembly that affect cities and towns. 2012 Colorado Laws 
Enacted Affecting Municipal Governments focuses on selected acts that have a particular significance for municipal 
operations, services, and powers — it is not a comprehensive listing of all new legislation enacted into law affecting 
municipal government.

As CML is committed to providing you with the information you need as inexpensively and easily as possible,  
2012 Colorado Laws Enacted Affecting Municipalities will be available to all for free — along with several past years’ 
editions — online at www.cml.org under Information > Publications.

Kevin Bommer 
CML legislative advocacy manager 
June 2012

This publication is available free at www.cml.org, Information > Publications.

COLORADO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE	 i
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SB 12-158 	 Affordable housing
Consolidate public housing agencies

Provides for consolidation of the Division of Housing, which 
provides financial and other assistance to individuals in 
low- and moderate-income households, and various state 
housing programs and the supportive housing programs in 
such a manner that the Division of Housing in the Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs will be the only public housing 
agency, serving as the sole state agency for administering 
and distributing financial housing assistance to persons 
in low- and moderate-income households and to persons 
with disabilities. Moves the administration of homeless 
prevention activities program from a nongovernmental 
agency to the Division of Housing. Effective May 3, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

HB 12-1125 	 Animal welfare
Procedures regarding impounded animal costs

Modifies procedural requirements related to the payment of 
impoundment, care, and provision costs for an animal that 
has been impounded because of alleged neglect or abuse 
or other criminal acts involving the animal. Specifies that 
the owner must make that request for a hearing to contest 
the reasonableness of costs within 10 days after the date 
of impoundment. Requires the hearing to be conducted in 
a criminal court of competent jurisdiction no later than 10 
days after the request. Requires that, upon request by the 
owner of an impounded animal, an impound agency  allow 
a licensed veterinarian of the owner’s choosing and at 
his or her expense to examine the animal within 24 hours 
after the impoundment and conduct follow-up visits as 
necessary. For owners that request hearings, delays the 
payment of costs by the owner until the date of the hearing. 
Expands  the scope of the hearing to include a judicial 
determination as to whether probable cause existed to 
justify the impoundment. Describes circumstances under 
which a payment for impoundment, care, and provision 
costs must be refunded to an owner. Clarifies that the 
criminal law procedures governing impoundments do 
not apply to matters solely brought in an administrative 
context. Effective Sept. 1, 2012 Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, 
mstorrie@cml.org.

SB 12-118 	 Beer & Liquor
Hotel/restaurant license meal requirement

Specifies that the time period for determining whether an 
establishment with a hotel and restaurant alcohol license 
makes at least 25 percent of its gross income from the 
sale of meals is at least one year. Effective Aug. 9, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1268 	 Building codes
Health facility transfer

Transfers functions, personnel, and property directed 
principally for inspections of heath care facilities for 
conformity to building and fire safety standards to the 
Colorado Department of Public Safety Division of Fire 
Safety. Makes the division responsible for adopting building 

and fire safety standards, reviewing plans for construction, 
performing inspections, issuing certificates of occupancy 
and compliance, and otherwise assessing and enforcing 
compliance with building and fire safety standards when 
there is no appropriate local building or fire department, 
or upon request from a local jurisdiction, and with the 
exception of certain health facilities for which there are 
no central buildings used to provide health services to 
individuals. Leaves intact the existing authority of a local 
jurisdiction to adopt and enforce concurrent building and 
fire safety codes, and describes the interaction between 
local and division oversight and regulations. Contains 
numerous other provisions.  Effective July 1, 2013, 
(contingent upon the state receiving a modification of its 
agreement with the United States department of health and 
human services pursuant to section 1864 of the federal 
Social Security Act). Section 5 effective May 29, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

HB 12-1346	 Criminal law
Sex offender registration with no fixed residence

Creates a registration system for offenders who lack a fixed 
residence. Defines “lacks a fixed residence” and requires 
registrant to verify his or her registration with the registering 
agency every  three months or every month, depending 
on the offender’s registration requirements; classifies 
failure to do so as an unclassified misdemeanor. Requires 
law enforcement agencies that receive registrations that 
include a lack of a fixed residence to report semi-annually 
the number of such registrations to the Department of 
Public Safety for two years. Requires the Department of 
Public Safety to assess the effectiveness of the program 
after two years. Effective July 1, 2012. Lobbyist: Meghan 
Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

SB 12-020	 Criminal law
Immunity for reporters of overdoses

Makes a person and one or two other persons acting in 
concert with the person immune from arrest and criminal 
prosecution for many drug related offenses if the offense 
arises from the same course of events from which an 
emergency drug or alcohol overdose event arose; the 
person reports the event in good faith to a law enforcement 
agency or to the 911 system; the person and, if applicable, 
one or two other persons, remain at the scene of the event 
until a law enforcement officer or an emergency medical 
responder arrives; and the person and, if applicable, one or 
two other persons, identify themselves to, and cooperate 
with, the law enforcement officer or emergency medical 
responder. Lists the offenses. Effective May 29, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

SB 12-116 	 Criminal law
Possession and distribution of cathinones

(Note – this bill was lost on the calendar but amended onto 
and passed as part of HB 12-1310.) Defines cathinones 
and establishes criminal penalties for possession of 
cathinones and for distributing, manufacturing, dispensing, 
or selling cathinones. Specifies that any person or entity 
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that sells a product that is labeled as a “bath salt” or any 
other trademark and contains any amount of a cathinone 
commits a deceptive trade practice and is subject to a civil 
penalty. Effective June 7, 2012. Reprinted. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1029	 Economic Development
Property tax incentives 

Expands the ability of municipalities, counties, and special 
districts to use business personal property tax incentives 
as an economic development tool. Previous law allowed 
these jurisdictions to rebate up to 50 percent of business 
personal property tax collected from a new business facility 
or an expanded business facility; beginning Aug. 8, 2012, 
that ceiling is raised to 100 percent. Use of this incentive is 
at the discretion of each local government entity. Effective 
Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 12-1241	 Economic development
Enterprise zones

Creates a 15-member task force to review Colorado’s 
enterprise zone program, including criteria for designation 
of enterprise zones and the effectiveness of the tax credits 
in promoting economic development. Task force members 
will be appointed by the state economic development 
director. A final report to the legislature is due on Nov. 
1, 2013. Effective June 6, 2012. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml.org.

HB 12-1292	 Elections
Technical corrections, Election deadlines

Makes various technical and nonsubstantive changes to 
state election laws, primarily the Uniform Election Code, 
Articles 1-13 of Title 1, C.R.S. Alters certain election related 
deadlines, among other changes to the UEC. Effective  
May 17, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1293	 Elections
Recall elections

Makes various technical clarifying amendments and other 
changes to Article 12 of Title 1 of the Colorado Revised 
Statutes (the law that provides recall procedures for non-
municipal incumbents in Colorado). Municipal officials’ 
recall statue is at Part 5 of Article 4, Title 31, C.R.S. 
Effective May 17, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1283 	 Emergency management
Consolidate Homeland Security functions 

Consolidates homeland security functions under the 
Colorado Department of Public Safety by renaming 
the Office of Preparedness, Security, and Fire Safety 
the Division of Homeland Security. The new division is 
composed of the Office of Anti-terrorism Planning and 
Training, which is renamed the Office of Prevention 
and Security, and the new Office of Preparedness, 
which is charged with improving homeland security-
related communication, identifying opportunities for 

training efficiencies, coordinating planning efforts, and 
administering federal grants for homeland security 
activities. Creates the Homeland Security and All-Hazards 
Senior Advisory Committee and schedules it for sunset 
review; CML is represented on the committee. Relocates 
the Division of Fire Safety to Division of Homeland Security. 
Transfers the Division of Emergency Management to the 
Department of Public Safety. Allocates all the powers, 
duties, and functions under the Division of Emergency 
Management to the Office of Emergency Management. 
Contains numerous other provisions. Effective July 1, 
2012. Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

HB 12-1315 	 Energy 
Reorganize the Governor’s Energy Office

Changes the name of the Governor’s Energy Office to the 
Colorado Energy Office. Reorganizes numerous programs. 
Requires the office to notify the General Assembly 
when changes are made to office policies related to its 
strategic plan, the definition of “renewable energy,” energy 
transmission, or any policy that could negatively impact the 
use of traditional energy sources. Creates the clean and 
renewable energy fund and specifies that the fund be used 
by the office to work with communities, utilities, private and 
public organizations, and individuals to promote specified 
goals. Changes the name of the Clean Energy Fund to the 
Innovative Energy Fund, aligns the purposes of that fund 
with the new mission of the office, limits the expenditures 
from the fund for those projects related to the severance of 
minerals subject to taxation under state law, and transfers 
moneys to the innovative energy fund from severance tax 
revenues through July 2017 unless extended with new 
legislation. Contains numerous other provisions. Effective 
July 1, 2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1070	 Ethics
Amendment 41

Makes amendments to the gifts and honoraria reporting 
law and the public officials code of ethics statute to 
conform those statutes to the language of Amendment 41, 
Colo. Const. Art. XXIX, Sec. 3. Contains other provisions. 
Effective Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

SB 12-146	 Ethics
Limitation on receipt of benefits

Prohibits, among others, local government officials or 
employees from receiving goods or services for their 
personal benefit from those contracting for work with their 
local government, unless the transaction meets certain 
criteria, including that, in the totality of circumstances the 
transaction was legitimate, fair, supported by adequate 
consideration, and not a result of the local official or 
employee’s official or governmental status. Discourages 
public officials from using their public position to obtain gifts 
or employment for immediate family members. Effective 
April 12, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.



COLORADO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE	 3

HB 12-1286 	 Film
Film production activities in Colorado

Creates a loan guarantee program for production activities 
and provides criteria in awarding a loan guarantee. 
Increases the amount of the incentive to 20 percent of the 
total amount of the production company’s qualified local 
expenditures. Requires that, to be eligible for the incentive, 
in-state production activities to be made up of at least 50 
percent Colorado residents instead of the previous 25 
percent. Contains numerous other provisions. Effective 
July 1, 2012. Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

HB 12-1032 	 Forest Health
Continuation of Forest Restoration Program

Continues the forest restoration program and its associated 
funding from state severance taxes for five years. Specifies 
the program is no longer a pilot program. Extends annual 
transfers from the operational account of the severance 
tax trust fund of $1.45 million to the Healthy Forests and 
Vibrant Communities Fund and $50,000 to the Wildland-
urban Interface Training Fund. Effective March 24, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1285 	 Forest health 
Intergovernmental agreements  

for wildfire mitigation
Amends existing statute to require a municipality that owns 
land for utility purposes either entirely or partially outside 
its own territorial boundaries and inside the territorial 
boundaries of a county and that contains at least 50 
percent forest land or land that constitutes a wildland area 
to enter into an intergovernmental agreement for wildfire 
mitigation by July 1, 2012. Agreement must be either with 
each respective county or with the Colorado state forest 
service for the purpose of mitigating forest land or wildland 
fires affecting the contiguous land areas of the municipality 
and county. Requires consultation with any utility providers 
that have facilities in the areas subject to the agreement 
to the extent the provisions of the agreement will affect 
the providers. Contains other provisions. Effective April 6, 
2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org. 

HB 12-1244	 Governmental Immunity Act
Notices of claim filing

Adds to current law regarding where notices of claim 
under the Governmental Immunity Act (GIA) must be filed, 
also a provision that sufficient filing will be with a public 
entity’s agent designated on an inventory of such agents 
maintained by the Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
(DOLA). Requires each local government in Colorado to 
provide to DOLA by Aug. 8, 2013, the name and address 
of the government entity and of the government entity’s 
agent for purposes of receiving notices of claim. Requires 
local governments to update information as required by 
DOLA. Provides that failure to update information will result 
in notice directed to the former agent being acceptable. 
Contains other provisions. Effective May 11, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

SB 12-044 	 Law Enforcement
Transit fare violations

Failure to pay the fare to ride public transportation will now 
be a Class B traffic infraction (from a Class 2 petty offense 
theft charge). Keeps this offense from being added to an 
individual’s criminal record. Previous violators are eligible 
to have past convictions sealed. Effective June 8, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SB 12-092 	 Law Enforcement
Motor vehicle video display

Rewrites the current statute (42-4-201) to state that a video 
display visible to a motor vehicle driver may not be used 
to display entertainment, the Internet, social media, or 
email while the vehicle is in motion. Effective July 1, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 12-1026	 Municipal courts
Peace officer status for municipal prosecutors

Confers peace officer status on a city attorney, town 
attorney, senior assistant city attorney, assistant city 
attorney, chief deputy city attorney, deputy city attorney, 
special deputy city attorney, prosecuting attorney, senior 
prosecuting attorney, senior prosecutor, or special 
prosecutor employed or contracted by a municipality, city, 
town, statutory city or town, or city and county. Attorney 
may be certified by the peace officers standards and 
training board. Status will not be conferred if the attorney 
also practices criminal defense or contracts with the local 
government on less than a full-time basis. Effective April 6, 
2012. Lobbyist: Meghan Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

SB 12-175 	 Municipal courts
Court time periods

Changes time intervals from 10-day or monthly periods 
(or multiples of those periods) to seven-day periods (or 
multiples of seven days) to avoid actions being due on 
weekends.  Effective July 1, 2012. Lobbyist: Meghan 
Storrie, mstorrie@cml.org.

HB 12-1005	 Municipal Finance
Public investments

Creates a slightly lower ratings threshold to allow municipal 
funds investment in federal agency instruments. Effective  
March 7, 2012. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

HB 12-1216	 Municipal Finance
Divert driver’s license fee 

Continues for another three years the diversion of driver’s 
license fees collected for the Highway Users Tax Fund 
(HUTF). Since first passed three years ago, this diversion 
has amounted to roughly $3.6 million per year from the 
municipal share of HUTF. Future HUTF funding amounts 
for municipalities will not be reduced from current levels 
because this diversion has been in effect since 2009. The 
HUTF dollars are being used to replace state general fund 
dollars that traditionally have funded the driver’s license 
bureau. Effective July 1, 2012. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml.org.
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HB 12-1169	 oPEN MEETINGS
Prohibition of secret votes

Prohibits adoption of any proposed policy, position, 
resolution, rule, regulation, or formal action by secret 
ballot, which is defined as a vote cast in such a way that 
the identity of the person voting or the position taken in the 
vote is withheld from the public. Responds to the Colorado 
Court of Appeals decision in Henderson v. City of Ft. 
Morgan, 2011 WL 3332420 (Colo. App. 2011). Effective 
March 24, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1036	 Open records act
Voted ballots

Provides that voted ballots are open records under the 
Colorado Open Records Act (CORA). Defines “ballot” 
to include digital or electronic images of ballots. Stays 
processing of CORA requests for voted ballots beginning 
on the 45th day prior to the election and extending through 
the day on the later of when the election results are 
certified or a recount is completed. Provides that ballots 
shall remain in the custody of the designated election 
official (DEO) during examination; provides that the DEO 
may determine the manner of examination. Requires the 
DEO to cover or redact any markings on a ballot that may 
identify a particular elector who cast the ballot. Provides 
special procedures for examination of certain classes of 
ballots when the number or nature of the ballots might aid 
identification of individual voters. Provides for recovery of 
actual costs incurred by the custodian in making ballots 
available for inspection. Contains other provisions. 
Effective June 7, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1018 	 Pensions/retirement
Fire and police — Social Security supplemental plan 
Modifies the social security supplemental plan by repealing 
provisions related to optional affiliation by any employer 
that covers members under the federal Social Security Act, 
as amended, or any county that covers salaried employees 
whose duties are directly involved with the provision of 
law enforcement or fire protection, as certified by the 
county under the federal Social Security Act, as amended. 
Requires, with one exception, affiliation by social security 
employers with the Statewide Defined Benefit Plan. 
Contains additional provisions. Effective Aug. 8, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1031 	 Pensions/retirement 
Fire and police — Plan amendments

Authorizes the board of the fire and police pension 
association to make amendments to plan for the 
administration of benefits, so long as the amendments 
do not result in an actuarial cost to the plans and the 
board deems the amendments prudent and necessary to 
consistently and uniformly manage the plans under the 
board’s administration. Effective Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1224 	 Public safety
Consolidated Communications System Authority

Creates the Consolidated Communications System 
Authority and defines the membership of the authority as 
from specified entities that use the statewide digital trunked 
radio system as their primary means of public safety 
wireless communication. Specifies that the authority shall 
not assess any fee on its members or take any assets 
owned by a member without prior agreement. Terminates 
the authority on July 1, 2018, unless extended through 
the sunset review process. Contains other provisions. 
Effective May 9, 2012. Reprinted. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

SB 12-149 	 Pensions/retirement
Modifications to benefits and  

age and service requirements
Permits the board of a defined benefit plan or system 
created by a local government to (for a specified period 
of time) modify the benefits and the age and service 
requirements for any such plan or system when the 
board determines the modification is required to ensure 
the sustainability of the plan or system. Specifies that 
any modifications to the benefits and age and service 
requirements shall not adversely affect vested benefits 
already accrued by members of such defined benefit plans 
or systems. Allows boards of defined benefit plans or 
systems to provide written notice to each member, inactive 
member, and beneficiary that the possibility of a reduction 
of benefits to ensure the sustainability of the plan or system 
could occur in the future. Effective May 29, 2012.  
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1229	 Publication
Legal newspaper

Amends the statutes concerning the requisites of a 
legal newspaper for purposes of meeting publication 
requirements to permit publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the county if no paper is published in 
the county or in an adjoining county. Defines “published” as 
meaning the newspaper maintains an office in the county 
to gather news, sell advertising, or conduct the general 
business of newspaper publication. Effective Aug. 8, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1105 	 Real property 
Wind energy rights

Establishes a nonseverable wind energy right in real 
property. Contains numerous related provisions. Effective 
Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1002 	 Rulemaking
Administrative Procedures Act modifications

Amends the State Administrative Procedures Act (APA) 
such that rules and written agency interpretations in effect 
shall govern when an application for a new permit or 
renewal is made. Requires the state agency to grandfather 
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such applications if the rules change following the 
application, unless certain enumerated exceptions apply. 
Contains numerous related provisions. Effective Aug. 8, 
2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1008 	 Rulemaking
Public input to rulemaking

Requires state agencies to establish stakeholder groups 
to offer input on proposed rulemaking or participate 
in rulemaking proceedings. Requires that any agency 
proposing a rule to increase fees or fines to notify 
the General Assembly. Requires additional reporting 
requirements to legislative staff by state agencies.  
Effective May 17, 2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

SB 12-026 	 Rulemaking
Prohibition on rules creating unfunded mandates

Prohibits state agencies from promulgating a rule that 
create a state mandate on local government in accordance 
with existing statutes barring the General Assembly 
from creating a state mandate on local government. 
Beginning in 2014, agencies will be required to report 
certain enumerated items to the director of the Office of 
State Planning and Budgeting. Requires the director to 
certify compliance with the statute before an agency can 
conduct a rulemaking proceeding. Requires each agency 
to establish by January 2014 a process for reporting to the 
director. Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 8, 2012. 
Reprinted. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 12-031 	 Severance tax/ 
	F ederal mineral lease

Federal Mineral Lease Districts
Amends statutes regarding the formation of a federal 
mineral lease district, including changes to the district’s 
and district board of director’s powers. Specifies that 
a federal mineral lease district is an independent body 
politic, separate and distinct from the county that creates 
it. Enumerates powers and clarifies board member terms. 
Specifies that the district may reserve all or a portion of the 
federal mineral lease funding for use in subsequent years 
in order to maximize the usefulness of the direct or indirect 
distribution of funding for the areas socially or economically 
impacted by the development, processing, or energy 
conversion of fuels and minerals leased under a federal 
act. Effective April 6, 2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1117 	 Solicitation 
Exception for nonprofit and  

charitable organizations
Allows local governments, in their individual discretion, 
to allow nonprofit and charitable organizations to solicit 
contributions from motorists in public rights of way. 
Establishes a maximum of five days per charitable 
organization per calendar year. Effective March 22, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

SB 12-133 	 Solid waste
Electronic devices, Landfill ban

Bans disposal of electronic devices in landfills after July 
1, 2013, but allows the county commissioners of a county 
that does not have two electronic recycling events per year 
or an ongoing electronics recycling program to vote to opt 
out of the ban in two-year, renewable periods. Defines 
“electronic device.” Contains other provisions. Effective 
Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

HB 12-1037 	 Taxation
Sales and use tax, Registered pesticides

Provides that registered pesticides and adjuvants shall 
be exempt from local sales and use taxation. Repeals 
language making this exemption a local decision. Defines 
terms. Effective June 4, 2012. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml.org.

SB 12-094	 Taxation
Sales and use tax, Food

Amends the state tax definition of “food” in Title 39, C.R.S., 
to provide that in determining whether a food product 
is for domestic home consumption, unless a vendor is 
on a statutory list located at C.R.S. 39-26-104(1)(e), no 
inference shall be drawn from the type of vendor selling 
the product, the location of the product within a store, or 
the manner in which the product is marketed. Change 
will apply to sales of food on or after July 1, 2012. Makes 
no amendments to the municipal statutes, does not by 
its terms purport to apply to home rule municipalities 
that locally collect their sales tax, and does not contain a 
declaration of statewide concern. Effective March 9, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml.org.

SB 12-013 	 Transportation
Low-speed electric vehicles

Permits municipalities to work with the Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) to address 
special circumstances in which it makes sense to allow 
neighborhood electric vehicles (NEVs) on roadways with 
a 40 mph speed limit. NEVs are currently allowed on 
roadways up to 35 mph. A separate section of the bill sets 
the minimum age for drivers of golf carts on public roads at 
16. Municipalities have limited authority to allow golf carts 
on streets by ordinance. Effective May 3, 2012. Lobbyist: 
Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.

SJR 12-025 	 Transportation
Amtrak Southwest Chief

Formalizes the General Assembly in joining with Colorado 
local governments and business groups in support 
of continued routing of the Amtrak Southwest Chief 
passenger train through Colorado. Urges Amtrak to retain 
its Colorado route and recognizes the important economic 
benefits it brings to the state. Effective May 9, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org.
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HB 12-1127 	 Unemployment insurance 
Elimination of new employer rate increase

Eliminates rate increase for new employers scheduled to 
take effect once solvency in the unemployment insurance 
fund is achieved and instead keeps the rate at 0.0170 
percent. Specifies that the new employer rate continues to 
be determined at the unrated level or the computed rate, 
whichever is higher. Effective March 19, 2012. Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1078 	 Water/Wastewater
Drinking water facility exemption from  

certificate of designation
Exempts certain drinking water treatment facilities from the 
requirement to get a certificate of designation as a solid 
waste disposal site and facility regardless of when the solid 
wastes were handled. Allows a drinking water treatment 
facility to dispose of drinking water treatment residuals 
that were generated on-site on the facility’s property in 
compliance with the rules of the solid and hazardous waste 
commission for waste impoundments and solid wastes 
disposal. Effective Aug. 8, 2012. Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml.org.

HB 12-1119 	 Water/wastewater
Stormwater discharge violations

Prohibits the Department of Public Health and Environment 
from commencing an enforcement action against a violator 
for a minor inspection-related or paperwork violation of 
either a provision of the Colorado Water Quality Control Act 
or of a permit issued under the act that governs stormwater 
discharges occurring in connection with construction 
activities. Creates an exception if the division notifies the 
violator of the violation and the violator fails to cure the 
violation within a reasonable time, as determined by the 
division. Allows the department to assess a penalty of up to 
twice the amount of the penalty authorized by existing law. 
Requires the department to create a stakeholder group to 
develop processes for preventing violations and initiating 
enforcement. Requires a report to the General Assembly 
no later than Dec. 1, 2012. Effective June 6, 2012. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml.org. 
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