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FOREWORD
Sine die adjournment of the second regular session of the 67th Colorado General Assembly occurred May 12, 2010 . 

During the 2010 session, 668 bills and resolutions were introduced, and the League actively followed 221 of these 
measures .

During the session, 20 of 24 League-supported bills became law, and 17 of 17 League-opposed bills were either defeated 
or amended in a manner to remove League opposition . This is an 83 percent record for enactment of supported bills, and a 
100 percent record for defeat or amendment of opposed bills!

One of the League’s services is the analysis and distribution of information regarding laws passed by the General 
Assembly that affect cities and towns . Published annually, Colorado Laws Enacted focuses on selected acts that have 
a particular significance for municipal operations, services, and powers. A few of these acts are reprinted herein for 
easy reference . This publication is not a comprehensive listing of all new legislation enacted into law affecting municipal 
government .

The League recommends that each municipality assign at least one staff member to review this publication carefully and 
become familiar with these new laws . We suggest that special attention be given to effective dates and any ordinance or 
other policy changes that might be required. Please notify the appropriate officials in your municipality of these changes.

Municipal officials are encouraged to review the actual text of new laws rather than rely on the summaries in this 
publication . When reading these new laws, please read the act in the context of the existing statute or statutes being 
amended . We encourage you to consult with your municipal attorney where legal questions arise . Copies of any law 
and further information are available to municipal officials upon request to the League staff. Finally, we appreciate your 
comments and suggestions on ways to improve Colorado Laws Enacted .

Acknowledgements go to the following CML staff for contributing to this book: Kevin Bommer, legislative advocacy 
manager, Mark Radtke, legislative and policy advocate, Traci Stoffel, publications specialist, and Geoff Wilson,  
general counsel .

Kevin Bommer 
CML legislative advocacy manager 
June 2010

To order more copies of this publication, visit www .cml .org, Information > Publications.
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HB 10-1017  AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 Voluntary agreements for rent, deed restrictions 
Clarifies that the rent control statute applies only to private 
residential property or private residential housing units . 
Clarifies that nothing in the rent control statute shall prohibit 
or restrict the right of a property owner and a public entity 
from voluntarily entering into and enforcing an agreement 
that controls rent on a private residential housing unit or 
places a restriction on the deed to the property, whether the 
agreement is entered into before, on, or after the effective 
date of the bill . An agreement authorized pursuant to the act 
may specify how long a unit is subject to its terms, whether 
or not subsequent property owners are subject to the 
agreement, and remedies for early termination agreed to by 
both the property owner and the public entity . Precludes the 
denial of an application for a development permit if the 
applicant declines to enter into such an agreement . 
Specifies the statute shall not preclude public entities from 
cooperatively entering into an agreement, nor shall it 
preclude the assignment of rights and remedies to any party 
to the agreement . Effective Sept . 1, 2010 . Reprinted. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1170 BEER & LIQUOR
Luxury boxes

Permits the sale or provision of alcohol beverages in sealed 
containers to adult occupants of luxury boxes located in 
stadiums, arenas, and similar sports and entertainment 
venues with a seating capacity of at least 1,500 seats . 
Occupants are not permitted to leave the luxury box with an 
alcohol beverage in a sealed container . Effective April 12, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1204 CODE ENFORCEMENT
Plumbing code conservation standards 

Adds water conservation to the list of standards that must 
be included in the Colorado Plumbing Code . Requires 
Board of Examining Plumbers to include standards based 
on national guidelines and standards that have been tested 
and approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory . 
Board to include these standards during its scheduled 
update of the plumbing code . Includes standards for water 
efficient fixtures and encouraging the use of locally 
produced products . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1225 CODE ENFORCEMENT
Reauthorizes State Electrical Board until 2019 

Changes the board’s functions to include the ability to take 
action again municipalities that do not comply with the state 
electrical code . If a municipality has not complied with the 
state code within a year of its adoption, the board may issue 
a cease and desist order . State fees to be determined 
administratively and to be based on inspection costs rather 
than project costs . Effective July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1231 CODE ENFORCEMENT
Elevator regulation 

Amends the Elevator and Escalator Certification Act to 
exempt from inspection stairway chairlifts in single family 
residences . Includes reporting of dangerous conditions 
noted by inspectors to local governments . Requires out-of-
state contractors doing business in Colorado to carry the 
same amount of insurance as Colorado certified 
contractors . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-098  CONSERVATION TRUST FUND
Utilization of moneys from fund 

Specifically includes conservation districts and local noxious 
weed control programs among the governments or political 
subdivisions with which an eligible entity may cooperate or 
contract in the utilization of such moneys. Specifies that the 
sharing of moneys held by any eligible entities in their 
respective conservation trust funds for joint expenditures for 
the acquisition, development, and maintenance of “new 
conservation sites” are to be implemented in accordance 
with the Great Outdoors Colorado Program provisions of the 
state constitution . Effective April 29, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-041  ELECTIONS
Campaign and political finance  

technical modifications 
Makes technical modifications to statutory provisions 
governing campaign finance. Conforms the registration 
requirements for issue committees involved in recall 
elections to the registration requirements for other types of 
issue committees . Extends from seven business days to  
15 business days the amount of time allowed for curing a 
deficiency in a report required to be filed under the Fair 
Campaign Practices Act . The secretary of state may require 
any filing of campaign finance reports to be made by 
electronic means . Contains other provisions . Effective July 
1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

SB 10-203 ELECTIONS
FCPA and corporations/labor unions

In accordance with a recent decision of the Colorado 
Supreme Court, affirms that corporations and labor 
organizations shall not be prohibited from making 
independent expenditures . Requires all such expenditures 
to be disclosed in accordance with the existing constitutional 
and statutory requirements . Requires any person that 
accepts a donation that is given for the purpose of making 
an independent expenditure or that makes an independent 
expenditure to register with the secretary of state not later 
than the date on which the aggregate amount of donations 
accepted or expenditures made reaches or exceeds $1,000 . 
Specifies the required components of the registration. 
Restrictions on political activity by the state and political 
subdivisions . Expands existing statutory restrictions on the 
ability of the state or any political subdivision of the state 
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from making any contribution in campaigns involving the 
nomination, retention, or election of any person to any 
public office to prohibit such entities from making any 
donation to any other person for the purpose of making an 
independent expenditure . Additionally, removes a statutory 
limitation that had restricted the prohibition on political 
involvement by the state or political subdivisions to the use 
of public moneys so that the prohibition will now apply to all 
moneys . Contains numerous other provisions . Effective May 
25, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1116 ELECTIONS
Omnibus Uniform Election Code 

Makes technical and administrative revisions to the Uniform 
Election Code of 1992 (election code) and other election-
related provisions. Specifies that no elector’s registration 
record shall be cancelled solely for failure to vote . Deletes 
language in order to harmonize conflicting dates regarding 
the cancellation of an election. Specifies that, for purposes 
of the ballot issue notice required by the taxpayer’s bill of 
rights, if there is no “designated election official” the 
governing body of a political subdivision, including a special 
district, is the “election official “responsible for summarizing 
the comments for and against a ballot issue placed on the 
ballot by a political subdivision . Requires signature 
verification for all mail ballot and “mail-in” elections, that are 
conducted by the county clerk . Contains numerous other 
provisions . Effective May 5, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1404  ETHICS
Independent Ethics Commission

The bill moves the independent ethics commission 
(commission), which is charged with interpreting and 
hearing complaints pursuant to Amendment 41 (Colo . 
Constitution Article 29), from the office of administrative 
courts in the department of personnel to the judicial 
department . In the case of a request for an advisory opinion 
from the commission, the bill requires the commission to 
prepare a response to such request as soon as practicable 
after the request is made, rather than within 20 business 
days as under current law . Contains other provisions . 
Effective June 10, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1021  HEALTH CARE
Mandatory coverage for reproductive services 

Makes changes to individual and accident insurance 
policies and requires both individual and group policies to 
provide coverage for contraception, and does not allow 
pregnancy coverage to be excluded as a preexisting 
condition . Effective Jan . 1, 2011 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1160  HEALTH CARE
Wellness incentives

Repeals the restriction on incentives based on outcomes 
and allows carriers to base the incentives or rewards on 
satisfaction of a standard related to a health risk factor if the 
incentive or reward under the wellness and prevention 
program is consistent with the nondiscrimination 
requirements of the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 . Permits licensed health care 
providers, community-based wellness programs, employers, 
and individuals participating in an individual health coverage 
plan to develop wellness and prevention programs for 
carriers to consider in determining the types of programs to 
offer to covered persons . Allows carriers to offer incentives 
or rewards based upon satisfaction of a standard related to 
a health risk factor only if the incentive or reward is offered 
pursuant to a bona fide wellness and prevention program 
and only if specific standards are met. Contains numerous 
other provisions . Effective for health plans and small group 
plans issued after July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1202  HEALTH CARE
Mandatory oral anticancer medication

Requires a health benefit plan that covers cancer 
chemotherapy treatment to provide coverage for prescribed, 
orally administered anticancer medication at a cost to the 
patient at the same coinsurance percentage or copayment 
amount as is applied to the cost of other cancer 
medications . Requires that the medication be prescribed 
only upon a finding that it is medically necessary by the 
treating physician for the treatment of cancer in a manner 
that is in accordance with nationally accepted standards of 
medical practice, clinically appropriate in terms of type, 
frequency, extent site, and duration, and not primarily for the 
convenience of the patient or the health care provider . 
Applies to policies issued or renewed on or after Jan . 1, 
2011 . Effective Jan . 1, 2011 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1252 HEALTH CARE
Breast cancer screening requirement 

Adds a provision to required mandatory breast cancer 
screening such that screen will be provided for individuals 
more than 40 years old that are deemed at risk . Effective 
Jan . 1, 2011 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-192  HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Funding of capitol dome repairs

Creates the capitol dome restoration fund in the state 
treasury to finance repairs and safety improvements to the 
state capitol dome and supporting structures, and transfers 
to the fund $4 million in state fiscal year 2010-11 and up to 
$4 million per year in each of state fiscal years 2011-12 and 
2012-13 from moneys constitutionally allocated to historic 
preservation . Should other funds be raised through cause-
related marketing implemented under companion legislation 



COLORADO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 3

(HB 10-1402), the $4 million transferred in 2011-12 and 
2012-13 will be reduced by an amount equal to the amount 
raised . Requires the Colorado Historical Society to report 
annually to the capital development committee concerning 
grants awarded from the state historical fund . Effective Aug . 
11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1203  INSURANCE
Group life minimum number 

Deletes the minimum number requirement of three persons 
that must be covered by a group life insurance policy . 
Effective March 29, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1107 LAND USE
Agricultural land in urban renewal areas 

Prohibits the inclusion of property assessed as agriculture 
into an urban renewal authority area (URA). Defines 
agricultural land as property assessed as agriculture 
anytime during the previous five years. Makes six 
exceptions to the prohibition: 1) qualified brownfields sites; 
2) property at least two-thirds contiguous to urban level 
development and one half of the property currently contains 
urban level development; 3) enclaves within a municipality 
surrounded by urban level development; 4) land included in 
a URA prior to June 1, 2010; 5) property for a manufacturing 
facility of a scale that exports production outside of 
Colorado; or 6) all affected taxing entities agree to the 
inclusion . Any agricultural land that is included in a URA 
through these exceptions will be assessed at market value, 
rather than at agricultural value for purposes of tax 
increment financing, decreasing the amount of property tax 
available for the tax increment . Effective June 1, 2010 . 
Reprinted. Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1143 LAND USE
Land uses at RTD transfer facilities 

Expands the Regional Transportation District’s authority to 
enter into agreements with private firms for the provision of 
retail and commercial goods at transfer facilities to allow for 
residential uses . Encourages transit-oriented development 
that will focus both retail and residential opportunities at light 
rail stations . Allowed RTD to enter into agreements that 
allow private development of commercial, retail and 
residential on RTD property . Local zoning applies . Effective 
Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1205  LAND USE
Military installations 

Modifies statutory provisions relating to the land use 
planning by county and municipal governments to address 
the impacts of military installations. Modifies existing 
statutory provisions requiring local governments to notify 
military installations of certain zoning changes occurring 
near such installations . Current law requires a local 
government with a military installation within its territory to 
submit to the commanding officer of the installation 

information about proposed changes to the local 
government’s comprehensive plan or land development 
regulations that would significantly affect the intensity 
density or use of any territory of the local government within 
two miles of the installation . The Bill narrows this provision 
by requiring such a local government to submit only 
information related to zoning changes that would affect the 
“use” only of any area within two miles of the installation . 
Gives the military installation 14 business days within which 
to review the information and submit comments to the local 
government on the impact the proposed changes may have 
on the mission of the military installation . Requires a county 
or municipal master plan to reflect the off-site impacts of a 
military installation using noise contour data provided by the 
United States department of defense. Modifies the definition 
of “military facility”, as it relates to the applicable statute, to 
include facilities larger than 500 acres, rather than those 
larger than 1,000 acres. Clarifies that nothing in the bill is 
intended or shall be construed to require a county or 
municipality to prepare a new master plan in order to satisfy 
any of the requirements of the bill; Contains other 
provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1259 LAND USE
Annexation and “Poundstone II” 

Amends the “Municipal Annexation Act of 1965” (Act) to 
conform its provisions to the constitutional annexation 
requirements . Amends the legislative declaration in the act 
to add as a purpose of the Act the implementation of the 
constitutional annexation requirements, generally known as 
“Poundstone II” (Colo. Const. Art. II, Sec. 30) first has been 
met . Prohibits an unincorporated area from being annexed 
to a municipality unless one of the constitutional annexation 
requirements first has been met. Section 3 also specifies 
that an area is eligible for annexation if the constitutional 
annexation requirements have been satisfied in addition to 
satisfying existing statutory requirements. Clarifies that 
annexation elections are to be decided by a majority of the 
landowners and registered electors in the relevant area and 
not the qualified electors or qualified electors and 
landowners as under existing law . Other sections of the bill 
contain changes conforming to this new requirement . 
Contains numerous other provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

SB 10-110 LAW ENFORCEMENT
Vehicle child restraint requirements 

Extends the requirement for children riding in a motor 
vehicle to be seated in a proper child restraint system to 
include children less than eight years of age . Children under 
the age of eight must be seated in the back seat of a 
vehicle, with exceptions . Children aged eight to 16 are 
required to be secured in either a seat belt or child restraint 
system . Effective Aug . 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml .org .
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HB 10-1019 LAW ENFORCEMENT
Reserved parking for the disabled

Increases penalties for parking violations in spaces 
reserved for the disabled (handicapped parking) . Provides a 
new form to be completed by physicians who must certify 
under penalty of perjury that the recipient is eligible for a 
disabled parking permit . Enables law enforcement to 
confirm the validity of a disabled parking plate or placard 
through electronic access to records . Authorizes police or 
property owners to tow vehicles parked illegally . Effective 
Jan . 1, 2011 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1096  LAW ENFORCEMENT
VIN verification staff 

Expands authority to verify vehicle identification numbers 
(VIN) from only sworn peace officers to include persons 
appointed by a sheriff or municipal police chief . Requires 
authorized persons to undergo fingerprinting and 
background checks. Requires VIN verification training 
through a course developed by the Peace Officer Safety 
and Training Board . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1201  LAW ENFORCEMENT
Consensual searches

Requires a peace officer to articulate the factors related to 
the search to the person and obtain the person’s consent to 
the search before conducting a consensual search of a 
person, the person’s effects, or a car . If a defendant is 
searched in violation of the act and moves to suppress the 
evidence obtained in the search, the court shall consider the 
failure to comply with the statute as a factor in determining 
the voluntariness of the consent . Provisions apply only to 
searches for which there is otherwise no legal basis . 
Effective April 29, 2010 . Reprinted. Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1238  LAW ENFORCEMENT
Wildlife crossing zones

Directs the Department of Transportation to work with the 
Division of Wildlife and the State Patrol to identify up to 100 
miles of wildlife crossing zones along Colorado highways to 
be posted with lower speed limits . Directs agencies to select 
stretches of highway that experience a large number of 
vehicle/big game collisions, with other factors taken into 
consideration . Directs CDOT to post these stretches with 
lower speed limits for certain times of the day and certain 
times of the year; signage also to indicate that fines for 
violations will be doubled . Does not include interstate 
highways . Effective Sept . 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1340  LAW ENFORCEMENT
Abandoned vehicles

Requires the law enforcement agency to send a notice by 
first-class mail, if a law enforcement agency uses a tow 
operator . Amends statutes governing the towing of vehicles 
on public property that previously required that both the law 
enforcement agency and the tow operator send a notice of 
the tow by certified mail to the owner or lienholder of a 
towed vehicle . Effective May 5, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-109 MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Doctor/patient

Ensures medical marijuana is used as a legitimate medical 
therapy rather than for recreational purposes . Allows only 
medical doctors or doctors of osteopathy to make a medical 
marijuana recommendation for a patient . Requires a bona 
fide doctor-patient relationship, including an appropriate 
physical examination, to exist before a medical marijuana 
recommendation is made . Requires a doctor to identify the 
debilitating condition that justifies a recommendation for 
medical marijuana and certify that finding to the state health 
department, with that recommendation becoming a part of a 
patient’s medical history . Prohibits physicians from being 
compensated for their recommendations by a medical 
marijuana center . Effective June 7, 2010 . Reprinted. 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1284 MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Retail operations

Creates a regulatory framework to control the retail sales of 
medical marijuana. Defines retail sales establishments for 
medical marijuana as an extension of Section 14, Article 
XVIII of the Colorado Constitution . Creates three classes of 
license to regulate retail sales: medical marijuana centers 
(dispensaries), off premises cultivation, and infused 
products manufacturing; all three categories are required to 
obtain both a local license and a state license to operate . 
Provides municipalities the option to prohibit licensing of 
any retail sales operations within their jurisdiction through 
either legislative or voter action; does not allow prohibition 
for patients to grow their own product or for registered 
caregivers from serving a maximum of five patients. Gives 
municipalities that chooses to allow retail sales wide latitude 
in determining local licensing requirements; minimum 
requirements include criminal history, age, and residency . 
Permits municipalities to determine local licensing fee 
structure . Allows existing medical marijuana centers to 
continue operation under existing local approval until the 
new state licenses are issued on July 1, 2011; however, to 
remain legal during this interim period, requires application 
for a state license to the Department of Revenue by Aug . 1, 
2010 and certify by September 1, 2010, that they are 
growing at least 70 percent of the marijuana sold on their 
premises . Effective July 1, 2010 . Reprinted. Lobbyists: 
Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml.org; Kevin Bommer 
kbommer@cml .org .
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HB 10-1291  MUNICIPAL COURT
Witness fees 

Eliminates the daily fee, ranging from 50 cents to $2 that a 
witness receives for attending municipal court . Contains 
other provisions . Effective July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-116 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Contract change orders 

Moves forward the beginning of payments for the cost of 
any construction contract change order . Requires payment 
for construction contract change orders to begin when the 
contractor submits a change order estimate . In current 
practice, payments generally do not begin until a change 
order is finalized. Effective Aug. 11, 2010. Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-162  MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Enterprise zone requirements

Increases the population limit to qualify as an enterprise 
zone from a maximum of 80,000 to 115,000 people for 
urban zones and from 100,000 to 150,000 people for rural 
zones. Requires use of population figures from the most 
recent census . Requires businesses that seek a future tax 
credit to pre-qualify with the enterprise zone administrator . 
Permits enterprise zone to charge fees to cover costs . 
Tightens state oversight of tax credit claims . Effective  
Jan . 1, 2012 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-198 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Mid-sized trailer late fees

Reduces the fee imposed on late vehicle registration to $10 
for nonmotorized vehicles weighing between 2,000 and 
16,000 pounds, camper trailers of any weight, and 
multipurpose trailers of any weight . Reduces the estimated 
amount of Highway Users Tax Fund disbursed to 
municipalities by $80,000 per year . Effective July 1, 2010 . 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1211 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Small trailer late fees 

Lowers vehicle registration late fees for non-motorized 
vehicles weighing less than 2,000 pounds to a flat $10. 
Projects the annual loss of revenue for the municipal share 
of the Highway Users Tax Fund at $75,000. Effective July 1, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1212 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Vehicle late fee waivers 

Directs the Department of Revenue to promulgate rules to 
guide the waiver of late fees for vehicle registration . 
Suggests, among other circumstances, the waiving 
imposition of a late fee to include inclement weather, 
business office closures, and customer illness. Asks the 
department to develop a rule that reduces or waives late 
fees for commercial trailers that the owner can prove have 

been idled . Effective April 15, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1328 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Energy Improvement District

Creates a statewide improvement district to allow individual 
property owners to access loans to finance energy 
efficiency and alternative energy improvements. Allows 
loans to be repaid over 20 years through an assessment on 
the property. Specifies that the district be active in counties 
that have approved participation in the district . No municipal 
action is required . Properties need not be contiguous to 
participate . Caps loans to $25,000 per property . Authorizes 
an 11-member appointed board, including a member 
representing local government, to govern the district . 
Effective June 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke,  
mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1387 MUNICIPAL FINANCE
Divert driver’s license fee 

Continues the diversion of fees collected for the Highway 
Users Tax Fund from driver’s license issuance for the next 
two state fiscal years, taking nearly $20 million in FY 
2010-11 and FY 2011-12 from HUTF to replace general 
fund dollars that traditionally have been appropriated to 
support the driver’s license bureau . Effective July 1, 2010 . 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-001  PENSIONS/RETIREMENT 
PERA reform  

Contains benefit and contribution changes to the benefit 
plans of the Public Employees’ Retirement Association 
(PERA) to achieve a sound actuarial response to PERA’s 
financial situation. Makes changes to fully amortize the 
unfunded actuarial accrued liability of each of PERA’s 
divisions and thereby reach a 100 percent funded ratio for 
each division within the next 30 years. Freezes the annual 
increases in the amortization equalization distribution (AED) 
beginning with the 2011 calendar year for employers in the 
local government division and the judicial division only. For 
these two divisions, the bill maintains the AED at the 2010 
rate of 2 .2 percent of the employer’s total payroll . Requires 
the AED for that particular division to be reduced by  
0 .5 percent in any year that the actuarial funded ratio of the 
local government or judicial division of PERA is at or above 
103 percent . Subsequent to reaching a 90 percent funded 
ratio, in any year that the actuarial funded ratio of either 
such division of PERA falls below 90 percent, requires  
the AED for that particular division to be increased by  
0.5 percent; except that the AED shall not exceed 5 percent. 
Freezes the annual increases in the SAED beginning with 
the 2011 calendar year for employers in the local 
government division and the judicial division only. For these 
two divisions, the bill maintains the supplemental 
amortization equalization distribution (SAED) at the 2010 
rate of 1 .5 percent of the employer’s total payroll — but, to 
the extent allowed by law, requires funding from moneys 
that would have otherwise been used for employees’ annual 
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raises . Requires the SAED for that particular division to be 
reduced by 0 .5 percent in any year that the actuarial funded 
ratio of the local government or judicial division of PERA is 
at or above 103 percent . Subsequent to reaching a  
90 percent funded ratio, in any year that the actuarial 
funded ratio of either such division of PERA falls below  
90 percent, requires the SAED for that particular division to 
be increased by 0.5 percent; except that the SAED shall not 
exceed 5% . Contains substantial additional provisions for 
members, retirees, and other PERA divisions . Effective Jan . 
1, 2011, except for specific sections that are effective Feb. 
23, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org 

SB 10-021  PENSIONS/RETIREMENT
Fire and police — Volunteer pension  

board composition
Amends the “Volunteer Firefighter Pension Act” to eliminate 
the exclusion of the reimbursement for lost wages from the 
definition of “compensation”; and permits retired fire 
department members, including those who have returned to 
active service, to serve on the board of trustees of a 
volunteer firefighter pension fund. Contains other provisions. 
Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-022  PENSIONS/RETIREMENT
Fire and police — Member contribution increase

Authorizes the FPPA board to increase the member 
contribution rate for the statewide defined benefit plan if the 
increase does not require an increase in the employer 
contribution rate or adversely affect the plan’s status under 
federal law; is approved by a supermajority of active plan 
members and a majority of the employers . Contains other 
provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-023  PENSIONS/RETIREMENT
Fire and police — Return to work 

Authorizes the FPPA board to adopt rules suspending the 
distribution of benefits to any retired member participating in 
the defined benefit system who, after electing a retirement, 
has returned to work with an employer who also participates 
in the defined benefit system. Under certain conditions, 
authorizes the FPPA board to adopt rules that allow a 
member who has elected a retirement to continue to receive 
retirement benefits and earn additional benefits.  
Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1016 PENSIONS/RETIREMENT
Fire and police — Retired firefighter,  

police officer on board 
Extends the term of the retired firefighter or police officer 
serving as a member of the board of directors of the fire and 
police pension association from four years to six years . 
Applies to terms commencing on or after Jan . 1, 2010 . 
Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-120  PUBLIC SAFETY
Prepaid wireless 9-1-1 surcharge

Establishes a 1 .4 percent charge on the retail sale of 
prepaid wireless telephone service, for use by local 911 
authority boards to fund E911 services . The charge is 
collected and remitted by retail sellers to the department of 
revenue in the same manner as sales tax is collected, after 
which the department transfers the fee to local 911 call 
centers in proportion to the number of wireless calls they 
receive . Allows the department to retain a portion of the 
charges for administrative costs, and allows retail sellers to 
retain a 2 percent vendor fee through July 1, 2011 and 3 .2 
percent thereafter . Effective Jan . 1, 2011 . Reprinted . 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-123 PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES
Secretary of State

Replaces references in the “State Administrative Procedure 
Act” to the print publication of the code of Colorado 
regulations and the Colorado register with similar references 
to the electronic version of these publications . In cases of 
conflict between the electronic and print versions of a 
document, gives precedence to the electronic version unless 
it is conclusively shown that the electronic version contains 
an error . In addition, the Colorado register is authorized to 
include public notices that are not related to rule-making as 
well as those that are related to rule-making . Effective April 
15, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1063 PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES
 Municipalities — Exception
Current law specifies that no publication, no matter how 
frequently published, shall be considered a legal publication 
unless it has been admitted to the United States mails with 
periodicals mailing privileges . Amends law to provide that if 
no newspaper is published within the territorial boundaries 
of a municipality that satisfies the existing requirements for 
a legal publication, but a “Free” newspaper that provides 
local news and that would satisfy the requirements for 
periodicals mailing privileges but for the absence of paid 
circulation is distributed within such territorial boundaries, 
the municipality may publish any legal notice or 
advertisement required bylaw in such newspaper . Effective 
March 18, 2010 . Reprinted. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1165 REAL PROPERTY
State Land Board — Conveyances to  

local governments 
Allows the State Board of Land Commissioners to convey 
land to units of local government if the conveyance would 
add value to adjoining or nearby state trust property, benefit 
board operations, or comply with local land use regulations . 
Contains other provisions . Effective April 15, 2010 . Lobbyist: 
Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .
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SB 10-100 RENEWABLE ENERGY
Renewable energy improvement districts

Current law prohibits local improvement districts for energy 
efficiency improvements and renewable energy 
improvements (energy LIDs) to cross county boundaries . 
Allows such a district formed by a county to be created in 
two or more counties. Expands the definition of “renewable 
energy improvement” for energy LIDs formed by both 
counties and municipalities to include improvements located 
at a qualified community location rather than directly on a 
residential or commercial building . Contains other 
provisions . Effective May 25, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1342 RENEWABLE ENERGY
Community “solar gardens” 

Directs the PUC to adopt new rules under which rebates 
can apply to solar generation facilities that are beneficially 
owned by 10 or more customers at a shared location, called 
a “community solar garden.” Defines a solar community 
garden as an on-site eligible solar electric generation facility 
with a nameplate rating of 2 megawatts or less and in which 
subscriptions are owned by 10 or more customers of a 
qualifying retail utility, and limits the size of a subscription to 
120 percent of the average annual electric consumption of 
each subscriber at the premises to which the subscription is 
attributed . Allows the creation of a community solar garden 
owned by a subscriber organization, subject to rules 
adopted by the PUC by Oct . 1, 2010 . Contains other 
provisions . Effective June 6, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

SB 10-174  SEVERANCE TAX/
 FEDERAL MINERAL LEASE

Geothermal resources
Allows municipalities and counties to designate the use of 
geothermal resources for the commercial production of 
electricity as an activity of state interest . Directs federal 
mineral lease revenues derived from geothermal resource 
development to the geothermal resource leasing fund, and 
authorizes the executive director of the department of local 
affairs to distribute monies to state and local entities under 
certain conditions . Contains numerous other provisions . 
Effective Aug . 11, 2010 Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1125 SOLID WASTE
Yellow grease disposal and collection 

Empowers the Colorado department of public health and 
environment to regulate the collection, transportation, and 
disposal of trap grease and yellow grease . Requires 
persons, facilities, and vehicles engaged in the collection, 
transportation, storage, processing, or disposal of grease to 
register annually with the department, which registration 
shall include completing an application, paying a fee, and 
posting a surety bond or other debt instrument or method of 
financial assurance. Requires the solid and hazardous 

waste commission in the department to promulgate rules . 
Contains other provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: 
Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

SB 10-046  SPECIAL DISTRICTS
Forest improvement district boundaries

Allows a governing body of a county or municipality to 
propose the creation of a forest improvement district with 
boundaries not necessarily encompassing the entire 
territory of the county or municipality . Effective March 10, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1243 SPECIAL DISTRICTS
Metropolitan districts — Transportation 

Authorizes the board of county commissioners in a county 
of any population to create a special district that is a 
metropolitan district organized with street improvement, 
safety protection, or transportation powers, which district 
may levy, with voter approval, a uniform sales tax in any 
unincorporated territory of the district . Requires proceeds of 
any sales tax levied to be used only to fund transportation-
related safety protection and street improvement in areas of 
the metropolitan district in which the tax is levied and 
transportation, as described in, and limited by, specified 
existing statutory provisions . Requires the department of 
revenue to collect, administer, and enforce any sales tax 
levied; Contains other provisions. Effective Aug. 11, 2010. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1362 SPECIAL DISTRICTS
Inactive status 

The bill establishes procedures by which a special district 
may designate itself as inactive and by which an inactive 
special district may return to active status . The bill 
authorizes the board of directors (board) of an inactive 
special district to adopt a resolution that describes and 
affirms its qualifications for its inactive status and may direct 
that a notice of inactive status be filed with specified 
persons or entities. The act specifies that the special district 
shall be on inactive status during the period commencing 
with its notice of inactive status until such time as it has 
issued a notice of its determination to return to active status . 
During the period that a district is on inactive status, the act 
forbids such district from issuing any debt, imposing a mill 
levy, or conducting any other official business other than 
conducting elections and undertaking procedures necessary 
to implement the district’s intention to return to active status; 
Contains other provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: 
Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1327  STATE BUDGET
General fund augmentation with  

local government cash funds
Among other cash fund transfers to the state general fund 
for the 2009-10 state fiscal year, requires the state treasurer 
to transfer specified amounts from the FML local 
government permanent fund, the local government 
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severance tax fund, and the law enforcement assistance 
fund for the prevention of drunken driving and the 
enforcement of laws pertaining to driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs. Effective April 15, 2010 except 
for the LEAF transfer that is effective June 30, 2010. 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1388  STATE BUDGET
General fund augmentation with  

local government cash funds 
Among other cash fund transfers to the state general fund 
for the 2010-11 state fiscal year, requires the state treasurer 
to transfer specified amounts from the local government 
severance tax fund . Reductions will affect the funds 
available for Energy Impact Assistance grants and shall not 
reduce the amount required for direct distributions to 
energy-impacted local governments . Effective June 7, 2010 . 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-142  TAXATION
Sales and use tax — Deficiency notice

Requires that a taxpayer shall file any protest to the 
deficiency notice with the local government within 30 days 
after the notice. Requires that a deficiency notice issued by 
a local government to a taxpayer for sales or use taxes that 
are due shall contain a notification of the time limit to file a 
protest to the notice . Effective March 29, 2010 . Lobbyist: 
Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1189 TAXATION
Sales and use tax — State exemption for  

direct mail advertising 
Eliminates the state sales and use tax exemption for direct 
mail advertising materials that are distributed in Colorado by 
any person engaged in the business of providing 
cooperative direct mail advertising. Specifies that the 
elimination of the exemption does not affect county, 
municipal, and other local government or political 
subdivision sales and use tax bases . Contains other 
provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 2010. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org

HB 10-1190 TAXATION
Sales and use tax – State exemption for  

industrial fuels
For the period commencing March 1, 2010, and ending 
June 30, 2012, suspends the exemption from the state 
sales and use taxes for the sale, purchase, storage, use, or 
consumption of electricity, coal, gas, fuel oil, steam, coke, or 
nuclear fuel, for use in processing, manufacturing, mining, 
refining, irrigation, building construction, telegraph, 
telephone, and radio communication, street transportation 
services, and all industrial uses. Specifies that the 
suspension of the exemption does not affect county, 
municipal, and other local government or political 
subdivision sales and use tax bases . Contains other 
provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 2010. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1191 TAXATION
Sales and use tax — State exemption for  

candy and soft drinks 
Narrows the state sales and use tax exemptions for food so 
that candy and soft drinks are no longer exempt from the 
state sales and use taxes. Specifies that the elimination of 
the exemption does not affect county, municipal, and other 
local government or political subdivision sales and use tax 
treatment of these items . Contains other provisions . 
Effective Feb. 24, 2010. Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1192 TAXATION
Sales and use tax — Standardized software

Repeals “Special Regulation 7: Computer Software,” 
promulgated by the department of revenue related to the 
type of software subject to sales or use tax. Specifies that 
tangible personal property includes standardized software 
without regard to how such standardized software is 
acquired by the purchaser or downloaded to the purchaser’s 
computer. Defines standardized software. Contains 
numberous other provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 2010. 
Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1193 TAXATION
Sales and use tax — Non-nexus retailers 

Requires each retailer that does not collect Colorado sales 
tax to notify Colorado purchasers that sales or use tax is 
due on certain purchases made from the retailer and that 
the state of Colorado requires the purchaser to file a sales 
or use tax return. Failure to provide such notice will subject 
the retailer to a penalty of $5 for each such failure unless 
the retailer shows reasonable cause . Requires each retailer 
that does not collect Colorado sales tax to send notification 
to all Colorado purchasers by January 31 of each year 
showing information that the department of revenue 
requires by rule, including the total amount paid by the 
purchaser for Colorado purchases made from the retailer in 
the previous calendar year. Failure to provide such 
notification will subject the retailer to a penalty of $10 for 
each such failure unless the retailer shows reasonable 
cause . Requires each retailer that does not collect Colorado 
sales tax to file an annual statement by March 1 of each 
year with the department of revenue for each purchases by 
such purchaser during the preceding calendar year . 
Contains numerous other provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 
2010 Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1194 TAXATION
Sales and use — State exemption for  

nonessential items provided with food
Narrows the state sales and use tax exemptions for sales to 
retailers or vendors of food, meals, or beverages of articles, 
containers, and bags that are to be furnished without 
separate charge to consumers or users for use with articles 
of tangible personal property purchased at retail upon which 
state sales taxis paid so that articles, containers, and bags 
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that are non essential to the consumer or user are no longer 
exempt from the state sales and use taxes; Specifies that 
the elimination of the exemption does not affect county, 
municipal, and other local government or political 
subdivision sales and use tax bases . Contains numerous 
other provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 2010 Lobbyist: Geoff 
Wilson, gwilson@cml .org .

HB 10-1195  TAXATION
Sales and use tax — State exemption for 

agricultural production items
Suspends the exemption from the state sales and use taxes 
for the sale or storage, use, or consumption of agricultural 
compounds used in caring for livestock, semen for 
agricultural and ranching purposes, and pesticides for use 
in the production of agricultural and livestock products for 
the period beginning March 1, 2010, and ending June 30, 
2013 . The act makes conforming amendments to prevent 
the narrowing of the exemption from affecting county, 
municipal, and other local government or political 
subdivision sales and use taxes . Contains numerous other 
provisions. Effective Feb. 24, 2010 Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson, 
gwilson@cml .org .

SB 10-184 TRANSPORTATION
I-70 Corridor demand management 

Encourages the Colorado Department of Transportation to 
pursue reversible travel lanes along Interstate 70 between 
Floyd Hill and the Eisenhower Tunnel, a process that would 
involve installation of a movable barricade in the median of 
the highway that could be moved to create three lanes of 
travel in one direction and one lane in the opposite direction 
during peak travel times . Allows the system to be either 
purchased or leased by the High Performance 
Transportation Enterprise created last year within CDOT . 
Requires a report to the General Assembly in January, 
2011 . Effective May 27, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, 
mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1276  TRANSPORTATION
Rail rights-of-way 

Allows railroads to sell their rights-of-way to government 
agencies providing passenger rail service . Allows this 
transfer without requiring the railroad to proceed through the 
right-of-way abandonment process, which may cause the 
right-of-way to revert to prior land owners or a municipality . 
Clarifies that an easement held by the railroad may be 
transferred to any passenger rail operator providing public 
transportation . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1405  TRANSPORTATION
Study devolution of highways

Requires the Colorado Department of Transportation to 
study the feasibility of transferring ownership of segments of 
the state highway system to local governments. Focuses 
the study on segments of state highways within Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) areas that carry 80 percent or 
more intra-MPO traffic. Does not include interstate 
highways . Requires the study to identify the level of funding 
necessary to avoid any unfunded mandates on municipal or 
county governments . Allows MPOs to review and comment 
on the study before it is presented to the General Assembly 
in January 2011 . Effective June 7, 2010 . Lobbyist: Mark 
Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-180  UTILITIES
Smart Grid Task Force

Creates an 11-member Smart Grid Task Force to study and 
make recommendations for the development of a smart 
energy grid for the state . Asks the report to include a broad 
range of factors that serve as ingredients to a “smart grid” 
electrical system including: optimizing efficiency and 
demand response, integrating various sources of electrical 
generation, and giving greater control to consumers in 
managing consumption . Requires that one representative of 
a municipal utility be among the task force members . 
Requires the task force to report to the General Assembly in 
January 2011 . Provides for the task force to be funded by 
federal recovery act dollars . Effective June 11, 2010 . 
Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

HB 10-1418 UTILITIES
Community based renewable energy

Modifies the renewable energy portfolio standard to include 
electrical energy generated by an organization or 
cooperative of community residents within the definition of a 
community based project . Counts kilowatt hours generated 
by a community-based project that interconnects with a 
municipal electric utility or an REA as two kilowatt hours for 
purposes of attaining energy standards; reduces that bonus 
to a 1 .5 kWh multiplier beginning in 2015 . Effective Aug . 11, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Mark Radtke, mradtke@cml .org .

SB 10-025  WATER
Water efficiency grants 

Extends the water efficiency grant program repeal until July 
1, 2020, and authorizes up to $550,000 of annual 
appropriations from the cash fund beginning on July 1, 
2010 . Requires annual transfers of $550,000 from Tier 2 of 
the operational account of the severance tax trust fund to 
the water efficiency grant program cash fund beginning on 
July 1, 2012 . Effective June 7, 2010 . Reprinted . Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-121 WATER
Connected lands — Lease authority

Currently, a municipality is allowed to purchase water rights 
and to purchase and hold the lands with which the water 
rights are connected . Allows the municipality to sell such 
lands when deemed advisable by the governing body of the 
municipality . A allows the city to also lease such lands . 
Effective Aug . 11, 2010 . Lobbyist: Geoff Wilson,  
gwilson@cml .org .
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HB 10-1051  WATER
Water efficiency plans 

Requires water providers’ water efficiency plans to include 
specific elements. Beginning in 2014, requires water 
providers to annually report to the Colorado water 
conservation board data regarding water use and 
conservation following guidelines adopted by the board . 
Requires the board to report to the Senate Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and the House of Representatives 
Agriculture, Livestock, and Natural Resources committees 
regarding the guidelines no later than Feb. 1, 2012, and no 
later than Feb. 1, 2019, regarding the guidelines and the 
collected data . Effective June 7, 2010 . Reprinted . Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1358  WATER
Water-Smart homes 

Requires every person that builds a new single-family 
detached residence for which a buyer is under contract to 
offer the buyer the opportunity to select from four specified 
water-smart home options for the residence. Specifies that 
no upgrade options shall contravene local codes, 
covenants, and requirements and that all homes, 
landscapes, and irrigation systems shall meet all applicable 
national, state, and local regulations . Effective for new 
contracts on and after Jan . 1, 2011 . Lobbyist: Kevin 
Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-011  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Conflicts of interest

Requires a physician who has been proposed by the 
division of workers’ compensation to perform an 
independent medical examination (IME) of an injured 
worker to disclose any business, employment, financial, or 
advisory relationship with an insurer, self-insured employer, 
or claimant. Prohibits the payment of a financial incentive by 
an insurer, self-insured employer, or health care provider to 
deny or delay a workers’ compensation claim, or to deny or 
delay medical care or payment for medical treatment for any 
such claim . Prohibits a treating physician from 
communicating with the insurer or employer of an injured 
worker unless the injured worker is present or the 
communication is in writing and is provided to the injured 
worker . Contains other provisions . Portions effective May 
27, 2010 . Otherwise effective on July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: 
Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-012  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Penalties for knowingly violating  

workers compensation laws
Increases the penalty for violating the workers’ 
compensation laws from up to $500 to up to $1,000 and 
changes the required mental state from “willfully” to 
“knowingly” in the statute that penalizes denying workers’ 
compensation medical benefits, delaying payment of 
medical benefits for more than 30 days, or stopping 
payments . Contains other provisions . Effective Aug . 11, 
2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-013  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Accountability for insurers 

Requires workers’ compensation insurers to survey a limited 
number of injured workers at the close of each claim and 
requires the insurers to report the results of the surveys to 
the division of workers’ compensation . Prohibits an 
employer or insurer from taking disciplinary action or 
otherwise retaliating against an injured worker or his or her 
dependents for completing a survey . Contains other 
provisions . Effective July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-112  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Insurance rate setting — Public access to rate  

filing data
When an insured employer agrees to pay a deductible as 
part of its workers’ compensation insurance policy, the 
insurance carrier is to exclude the deductible amounts in 
establishing modification factors based upon experience 
that carriers use to determine premiums . Effective Jan . 1, 
2011, the act specifies that for purposes of experience 
modifications, medical only claims are to be calculated in 
the same manner as claims with indemnity payments . With 
regard to rate filings by workers’ compensation rating 
organizations, the act makes the aggregate loss and payroll 
data by class code that the rating organization submits with 
rate filing available to the public and prohibits the use of the 
data for any commercial purpose . Effective Aug . 11, 2010 
except as noted above . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, 
kbommer@cml .org .

SB 10-178  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Provider reviews

Creates the “Provider Review and Disclosure Act” . Requires 
workers’ compensation insurers to include quality and 
patient data in performance programs . Requires such 
programs to be based on objective data that is available to 
affected providers . Provides due process for health care 
providers, including disclosure of the processes followed, 
the provider’s rights, and an appeal process to challenge 
results and decisions relating to performance programs . 
Effective July 1, 2010 . Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@
cml .org .

SB 10-187  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Various changes to Workers Compensation Act

Excludes Medicaid and other indigent health care programs 
from the purview of health insurance plans, the cost of 
which is factored into a calculation of wages under the act . 
Adds a compensable cost under the act by requiring a court 
to award all reasonable costs to a claimant under specified 
circumstances. Clarifies that the phrase “at the time of 
injury”, with respect to calculation of a worker’s average 
weekly wage, means the wages the worker was earning on 
the date of the worker’s accident . Eliminates permanent 
partial disability from the types of disabilities for which 
payments must be reduced under the act in order to offset 
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benefits payable under the federal “Old-age, Survivors, and 
Disability Insurance Amendments of 1965 .” Also repeals the 
requirement that employees apply for benefits under the 
federal act upon request by the insurer or employer . 
Enumerates some circumstances under which a temporarily 
disabled employee’s rejection of an offer of modified 
employment does not constitute employee responsibility for 
termination of employment . Requires the director of the 
division of workers’ compensation to annually adjust, based 
on annual adjustments to the computation of average 
weekly wages, the amount of compensation for combined 
temporary disability payments and permanent partial 
disability payments . This section takes effect Jan . 1, 2011, 
and applies to injuries sustained on or after Jan . 1, 2012 . 
Forbids the director or an administrative law judge from 
conditioning a lump sum payment on the claimant’s waiver 
of his or her right to pursue permanent total disability 
payments . Effective on July 1, 2010, except as noted . 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .

HB 10-1038  WORKERS COMPENSATION
Claims process brochure 

Requires an employer or employer’s insurance carrier to 
provide a brochure to a workers’ compensation claimant, in 
a form developed by the director of the division of workers’ 
compensation, that describes the entities the claimant may 
contact for information, the claimant’s rights related to his or 
her medical treatment and rights to receive benefit 
payments, and the claims process . Effective May 26, 2010 . 
Lobbyist: Kevin Bommer, kbommer@cml .org .
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