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Denver Water Facts

• Established in 1918.
• Serving 1.5 million people (25% of state’s population)                  

using less than 2% of water used in the 
state.

• Water supply comes from snowmelt in the 
Rocky Mountains feeding the South Platte 
and Colorado Rivers.

• Total watershed area: 4,000 square miles.        
• More than 3,000 miles of pipe.
• Approximately 1,100 employees working all 

over the state.
• 20 dams, 12 reservoirs, 4 treatment plants 

and 18 pump stations.
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Denver Water 
Water Shortage Restriction History

• 1920s: Increased need for water but lack of 
supply. 
• Moffat Tunnel completed in 1928.
• 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929.

• 1930s: Dust Bowl.
• 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936.

• 1950s: Below-normal precipitation from 1952-
1957.
• Water shortage worse than 1930s.
• Blue River Decree.
• Construction of Dillon Dam and Roberts Tunnel.
• 1954, 1955, 1956.  

• 1970s: Below-normal precipitation from 1974-1978. 
• Winter 1976 one of driest in Colorado history.
• 1977, 1978, 1979.    

• 1980s: Below-normal precipitation 1980-1982. 
• Colorado Water Shortage Response Plan.
• 1980, 1981, 1982.

• 2000s: Hot and dry weather from 1999-2002. 
• Denver Metro added 500,000 people in 1990s.
• 2002, 2003, 2004.

• 2010s: High temperatures and low precipitation 2012-
2013.
• 2013.

• Mandatory watering restrictions have been implemented 
28 times in our 103-year history



“The water shortage response plan did not anticipate a 
situation in which a water shortage would impact Denver 
Water with the suddenness and intensity that it did in the 
spring of 2002.”

- Denver Water staff member after 2002-2003 water shortage

Continuous Improvement



• In effect every year from May 1 until October 1
• Water during cooler times of the day — lawn watering 

is not allowed between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Water no more than three days per week.
• Do not allow water to pool in gutters, streets and 

alleys.
• Do not waste water by letting it spray on concrete and 

asphalt.
• Repair leaking sprinkler systems within 10 days.
• Do not irrigate while it is raining or during high winds.
• Use a hose nozzle with a shut-off valve when washing 

your car.

Annual Summer Watering Rules



Communicating drought

denverwater.org/Shortage 

denverwater.org/Shortage


Water Shortage 
Preparedness Committee 
Organizational Structure



• Drought watch
• Voluntary and some mandatory restrictions for fixed 

amount contracts. 

• Stage 1 restrictions
• One or two days per week outdoor irrigation.

• Stage 2 restrictions
• Ban on most outdoor irrigation. 

• Stage 3 restrictions
• Rationing of indoor water use. 

Drought Response Stages



Current Conditions
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Communications and Outreach 



Internal and External Coordination

• Internal
• Regular coordination meetings.
• Presentations to Divisions and Sections.
• Scenario planning.

• External
• Metro Drought Coordination Group.
• Front Range Drought Coordination Group.
• State Municipal Water Impact Task Force.
• Presentations to multiple agencies/stakeholders on West Slope 

and within metro area.



Front Range Drought Coordination Group

• City of Lafayette
• City of Longmont
• City of Louisville
• Mulhern MRE (Inverness)
• North Table Mountain Water and Sanitation District
• Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District
• City of Northglenn
• Parker Water & Sanitation District
• Platte Canyon Water and Sanitation District
• Pueblo Water
• Roxborough Water & Sanitation District
• Ruedi Water and Power Authority
• South Adams County Water and Sanitation District
• South Metro Water Supply Authority
• South Metro WISE Authority
• Sterling Ranch
• City of Thornton
• City of Westminster 

• City of Arvada
• City of Aurora - Aurora Water
• City of Boulder
• City of Brighton
• City and County of Broomfield
• Castle Rock Water
• City of Centennial
• Centennial Water and Sanitation District
• Colorado Springs Utilities
• Consolidated Mutual Water Company
• Denver Water
• East Cherry Creek Valley Water & Sanitation District
• Town of Erie
• Eagle River Water & Sanitation District
• Evergreen Metro District
• Fort Collins Utilities
• City of Fountain
• City of Golden
• City of Greeley



2003 vs. 2021
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THANK YOU!


