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“Consider this also a signal to our community and civic 
leaders that they ought to demand better.”





Colorado’s Journalism Workforce: 
A Decade of Decline

Source: Occupational Employment Statistics Program, 
Colorado Department of Labor and Employment



The news business in two charts
1) Newspaper advertising revenue has plummeted



The news business in two charts
2) Digital ad spending is eclipsing all other media



54%

Local news outlets can’t compete.



Losing INDEPENDENT local news coverage 
hurts communities

• Declining civic engagement

• Political polarization

• Less informed voters
• Fewer political candidates

• Higher government costs

• Slower economic growth



Source: “Who’s Producing Local Journalism? Assessing Journalistic Output 
Across Different Outlet Types,” Duke University, DeWitt Wallace Center for 

Media and Democracy, 2019

FCC’s Eight 
Critical Issues:
• Emergencies and 

risks
• Health and welfare
• Education
• Transportation
• Economic 

opportunities
• The environment
• Civic information
• Political 

information



Critical Coverage for Communities: By Media Type 

Source: Occupational Employment Statistics Program, Colorado 
Department of Labor and Employment



CO newspaper circulation by owner type

Source: 2019 CMP analysis of data from UNC News Deserts report, 
Colorado Press Association membership, and web/phone research 



Colorado’s expanding news deserts

Source: “The Expanding News Desert,” Penelope Abernathy Muse, 
UNC Chapel Hill University, 2019



% of Denver adults who say their local news 
media do each of the following WELL:

Source: “For Local News, Americans Embrace Digital but Still Want Strong 
Community Connection,” Pew Research Center, March 2019.



% of Denver adults who say they PAID for 
local news in the past year:

15%

Source: “For Local News, Americans Embrace Digital but Still Want Strong 
Community Connection,” Pew Research Center, March 2019.







COLORADO PUBLIC RADIO 
+ DENVERITE





Colorado News Collaborative (COLab)

Associated Press
Chalkbeat Colorado
Colorado Broadcasters Association
Colorado Freedom of Information Coalition
The Colorado Independent
Colorado Media Project
Colorado Press Association

Colorado Public Radio
The Colorado Sun
Institute for Nonprofit News
KGNU Community Radio
9News 
Open Media Foundation
Rocky Mountain Public Media

FOUNDING 
PARTNERS:





COVID Diaries Colorado: A Day in the Pandemic

April 16, 2020 – 22 news outlets



Colorado News Collaborative (COLab)

April 16, 2021 – 120 news outlets



2020 Colorado Media Project Grantees



News Voices: Colorado





Modernize the ways local 
and county governments 
make public data accessible 
to residents and journalists.

1.



Pay for ads in independent, 
local journalism outlets to 
reach local residents with 
critical civic information.

2.





Create business development 
opportunities that stimulate 
innovation in local civic news, 
and support media 
entrepreneurship – especially 
to reach underserved 
communities.

3.



Public Pathways for Supporting Coloradans’
Civic News and Information Needs



Increase support for public 
libraries and universities to 
help meet basic community 
news needs, provide training 
for media literacy and 
storytelling, and host 
nonpartisan convenings.

4.







Provide local tax incentives 
for media business owners 
who donate community news 
assets and seed local 
philanthropic trusts to meet 
local civic information needs.

5.
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