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“It looks as if all of Colorado is 

burning today.”

-Gov. Bill Owens
2002 quote on the Hayman Fire

2004



2019

2020

2015

2021

UP TO

750,000

AF ANNUAL 

FUTURE NEED
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BIGGEST FIRES

SINCE 2012
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WARMEST YEARS

SINCE 2012

WARMEST YEAR ON RECORD

“We are all in this together and I think we have the tools and the 
relationships to be able to solve the challenges of water in the future”

-Former Governor John Hickenlooper

30,000
COMMENTS

BURNED OVER

541,000 ACRES

• CAMERON PEAK FIRE

• EAST TROUBLESOME FIRE

• PINE GULCH FIRE

2nd DRIEST YEAR 
IN MODERN HISTORY
• GLENWOOD MUDSLIDE

• MARSHALL FIRE

• RECORD LOW FLOWS

• SUPPLY CHALLENGES

• WARMEST 6 MONTHS



TODAY

OUR CHALLENGES
CREATE  OPPORTUNITIES

WE MEET THE MOMENT 
TOGETHER



THE BOARD, THE MISSION, THE PLAN

• The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) 
provides policy direction on water.

• There are many agencies and groups we work with 
on policy and projects – we do not build projects.

• The Colorado Water Plan was first published in 2015 
as a living document to highlight key challenges.

“To conserve, 
develop, protect 
and manage 
Colorado’s water 
for present and 
future generations.”

MISSION:
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“The Magic 
Happens
at the 
Local 
Level.”

-Greg Felt
Chaffee County Commissioner,

CWCB Board Director

& Fly Fishing Guide



50

AGENCY 
ACTIONS

AGENCY ACTIONS CWCB  +  SUPPORTING AGENCIES WILL TAKE

50

PARTNER
ACTIONS
EXAMPLES OF LOCAL WATER PROJECTS & INITIATIVES   



AGENCY ACTIONS OF INTEREST

• Transformative Landscape Change & Water Conservation Metrics

• Embracing a One Water Ethic in Comprehensive Plans

• Climate Change in Colorado & Vulnerabilities Report Updates

• Future Avoided Cost Explorer Tool 

• Development Drought Resilience Toolkit
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A productive economy that supports 

vibrant and sustainable cities, 

agriculture, recreation and tourism.

An efficient and effective water 

infrastructure system.

A strong environment 

with healthy watersheds, 

rivers, streams 

and wildlife.

PROMOTING OUR SHARED VALUES 

An informed public with creative, forward-

thinking solutions that are sustainable and 

resilient to changing conditions and result in 

strong, equitable communities that can 

adapt to and thrive in the face of adversity. 
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INTEGRATED AREAS CATALYZE ACTION



• We need local communities, individuals and organizations to implement.

• We can help with grants, loans, tools, studies and other support.

COLLABORATION AND SHARED ACTION

WATERSHED HEALTH 
& RECREATION

AGRICULTUREWATER STORAGE 
& SUPPLY

CONSERVATION
& LAND USE

ENGAGEMENT 
& INNOVATION



“Climate Change is water change …and there’s hope.”

- Brad Udall
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There is up to a 740,000 AF gap per year by 2050.



THE COLORADO

WATER PLAN

COMMENT. COMMIT. SHARE.

COMMIT 
TO ADVANCING PROJECTS

TO WATER CONSERVATION
TO MORE COLLABORATION



THE COLORADO

WATER PLAN


