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Municipal & Local 
Public Safety Challenges

• Violent Crime

 
• Motor Vehicle Theft

• Retail Theft

• Drug-related Crime

• Quality of Life Crime 



Underlying Causes / Challenges

Substance Abuse Mental Illness Housing



Complex Problems Require 
Multi-faceted Responses

• No One-size-fits-all Approach

• Bring All Tools to Bear



Collaborative Response in Denver

• Law Enforcement

• Prosecution

• Activation of Urban Areas

• Public/Private Partnerships

• Coordination with Social Services 



Collaborative Responses, Continued

• Treatment Courts / Specialty Dockets

• Area Restrictions

• Civil Tools: Nuisance Abatement, Licensing 



Collaboration in Prosecution
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Up-filing and Down-filing Cases

• Cross-deputization of City Attorneys

• Community Outreach / Communication

• Designated Attorneys as Strategic Partners 

with DPD and Community on Safety Issues



Downtown Denver Safety Plan



Foot Patrols Bike Patrols Horse Patrols

Downtown Denver Safety Plan: 
Law Enforcement 



Downtown Denver 
Safety Plan
Public / Private Partnerships

• Downtown Denver Partnership – Outreach 

Workers Funded by Caring For Denver

• Expanded Downtown Mental Health & 

Substances Use Support Team

• Expanded Denver Fire Medical Unit

• Denver Health Bicycle Paramedics and 

Quick Response Units

• Infrastructure Upgrades and 

    Cleanliness by City DOTI



Downtown Denver Safety Plan: 
Prosecution 
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Designated Chief Deputy District Attorney

• Focus From City Attorney’s Office



Violent Crime: Prevention

Place Network Investigations (PNI)

Gun Violence Awareness 

& Intervention Network (GAIN) 



Prosecution: Domestic Violence
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Domestic Violence Cases

• Up-filing and Down-filing

• Triage

• Domestic Violence Fatality 

Review Committee

• Police Academy Training



Prosecution:  Retail Theft
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Organized Retail 

     Theft Task Force



Prosecution:  Motor Vehicle Theft
Denver DA: Regional Motor Vehicle Theft Task Force



Prosecution: Human Trafficking
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Human Trafficking

• Prostitution

• Illicit massage businesses



Prosecution: Quality of Life Crimes
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Area Restrictions

• Trespassing and Trespass 

Agreements



Prosecution: Civil Tools
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• Public Nuisance Abatement 

Ordinance

• Denver Methamphetamine 

Abatement Partnership (DMAP)

• Motel Task Force



Prosecution: Mental Health Tools
Denver DA and Denver City Attorney

• CAO Mental Health Unit

• ERPO Petitions

• Mental Health Holds

• Emergency Commitments

• Competency & Treatment Courts



Working Together 



THANK YOU

John Walsh
John.walsh@denverda.org

Marley Bordovsky
Marley.Bordovsky@denvergov.org

Questions?

mailto:John.walsh@denverda.org
mailto:Marley.Bordovsky@denvergov.org
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